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P  EEEA  C  E. 


Several  years  have  elapsed  since  I  perceived  that  a 
very  decided  influence  could  he  exerted  by  new 
remedies  in  recovering  deaf  mutes,  commonly  called 
“  Deaf  and  Dumb.”  Many  persons  who  had  op¬ 
portunities,  chiefly  in  the  year  1841,  of  seeing  the 
various  cases  of  recovery  from  deafness,  doubted 
whether  the  cures  would  be  permanent,  partly  from 
the  novelty  of  the  treatment,  and  partly  from  the 
rapidity  with  which  they  were  effected,  hearing  being 
recovered  in  a  few  days  without  pain  or  surgical 
operation.  As  I  could  not  give  conclusive  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  permanency  of  the  cures,  I  thought  it 
prudent  to  desist  from  attending  upon  Deaf  and 
Dumb  cases  for  some  years,  that  the  experiment 
might  be  fairly  made,  and  thus  to  feel  that  I  should 
deceive  neither  the  public  nor  myself.  I  am  now* 
happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  cases  of  recovery 
have  generally  proved  permanent,  and  the  parties 
have  been  enabled  to  obtain  education  at  the  common 
schools  as  if  they  had  been  free  from  all  previous 
malady. 

The  plan  wdiich  I  pursued  in  1841,  for  the 
purpose  of  developing  the  power  of  the  remedies 
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most  effectively,  was  by  proceeding  to  the  provinces 
where  Deaf  and  Dumb  institutions  are  established;  in 
preference  to  making  my  trials  in  the  Metropolis. 
In  London  few  individuals  know  even  their  neigh¬ 
bours,  and  the  evidence,  therefore,  that  persons  seek¬ 
ing  relief  were  previously  Deaf  and  Dumb  could  not 
be  so  complete  as  in  the  country  or  provincial  towns. 
Besides,  medical  men  in  the  Metropolis  being  seldom 
consulted  regarding  Deaf  mutes,  could  not  necessarily 
bear  such  satisfactory  testimony  as  those  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  who  had  opportunities  constantly,  from  their 
close  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants,  of  knowing  all 
that  were  Deaf  and  Dumb  in  their  own  vicinities. 
For  the  same  reasons  I  selected,  in  the  month  of 
June  last,  the  towns  of  Manchester  and  Leeds  for  my 
renewed  experiments,  in  preference  to  commencing 
them  in  the  Metropolis,  and  the  trials  which  I  in  these 
places  made  for  six  months,  from  June  to  November 
of  1848,  fully  satisfied  me  that  many  of  our  fellow- 
creatures  suffering  under  one  of  the  greatest  priva¬ 
tions  to  which  human  nature  can  be  subjected  may 
be  relieved  and  restored  to  society.  For  the  pre¬ 
sent,  I  delay  giving  any  personal  description  of  the 
cases  treated,  and  have  confined  this  publication  to 
reprinting  a  narrative  published  in  Chambers’  Journal 
of  the  8th  of  January,  1842,  and  to  printing  a 
number  of  Testimonies,  granted  me  by  medical  men 
of  eminence  and  others,  which  satisfactorily  show  the 
possibility  of  the  recovery  of  Deaf  mutes. 

The  Report  which  is  thus  furnished  to  the  Profes¬ 
sion  and  my  friends,  is  only  the  forerunner  of  a  work 
which  I  am  preparing  for  the  press,  so  soon  as  the 


many  recent  cures  effected  during  last  summer  have 
satisfied  me  that  the  remedies  may  be  generally  exer¬ 
cised  with  confidence  in  their  efficacy  and  perma¬ 
nency. 

From  several  of  the  letters,  it  maybe  considered 
that  the  cures  are  effected  immediately,  and  that  there 
is  no  necessity  for  further  delay ;  but  the  history  of 
the  previous  cures  in  1841,  and  the  narrative  from 
Chambers'  Journal  will  show,  that  it  is  no  easy  matter 
to  satisfy  the  public  that  an  individual  is  restored  to 
hearing,  unless  it  be  accompanied  with  the  use  of 
speech.  It  must  be  known  to  every  one  that  this 
latter  acquisition  cannot  be  obtained  but  by  slow 
degrees.  It  is  also  too  true  that  many  of  those  adult 
mutes  who  have  been  restored  to  hearing,  are  apt  to 
be  so  far  neglected  that  they  receive  no  suitable  in¬ 
struction  in  speaking.  It  would,  therefore,  be  truly  a 
work  of  mercy  if  an  evening-school  could  be  founded 
by  the  wealthy  and  benevolent,  in  which  mechanics, 
and  the  children  of  the  poorer  classes,  restored  to  hear¬ 
ing,  might  receive  evening  tuition.  Such  schools  will 
soon  be  called  for  when  the  success  of  my  treatment 
has  become  known  to  the  profession,  because  all  Deaf 
mutes  will  then  be  attended  to  in  infancy  by  medical 
men,  and  only  cases  of  malformation  will,  as  usual,  be 
sent  to  the  institutions  at  present  existing,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  being  educated  by  signs  as  Deaf  mutes. 

In  furnishing  a  narrative  of  recoveries  of  a  disease 
hitherto  conceived  incurable,  I  have  taken  every  pre¬ 
caution  not  to  make  known  remedies  of  a  doubtful 
nature,  until  perfectly  tested.  The  j resent  state  of  me¬ 
dical  science  has  been  injured  and  retarded  by  theories 
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and  medicines  being  presented  to  the  public  before  they 
have  been  thoroughly  matured.  This  has  been  one  of 
the  causes,  I  have  no  doubt,  why  medicine  is  esteemed 
so  vacillating  as  to  be  called  by  some  “  a  fashion 
and  also  why  so  many  new  sects  are  springing  up  at 
issue  with  each  other  on  the  very  first  principles  of 
medicine.  Many  of  my  early  discoveries,  having 
reference  chiefly  to  relief  in  causes  of  blindness,  tic- 
dolor  eux,  rheumatism,  gout,  dropsy,  &c.,  would  have 
been  of  more  value  to  mankind  had  I  taken  longer 
time  in  preparing  them  for  publication. 

A,  TURNBULL, 


London,  16,  Manchester- square,  1849, 


REPORT 


OF 

FACTS  NARRATING  RECOVERIES 

OF  THE 

DEAF  AND  DUMB. 


The  first  document  which  I  now  publish  is  a  personal 
narrative  of  Messrs.  W.  and  11,  Chambers,  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  taken  from  Chambers'  Edinburgh  Journal  of 
8th  January,  1842.  This  narrative  is  followed  by 
accounts  and  testimonies  from  letters,  &c.,  as  to  the 
cures  performed  in  various  towns— Glasgow,  Aberdeen, 
Edinburgh,  Manchester,  and  Leeds — and  as  to  their 
permanency.  The  cases  in  each  town  are  reported 
separately,  commencing  with  Glasgow. 


(From  Chambers’  Journal ,  Jan.  8,  1842.^ 

In  the  Journal  for  September  28,  1 839  (No.  400),  appeared  a  para¬ 
graph,  quoted  from  a  London  paper,  respecting  some  remarkable 
cures  of  deafness  performed  by  Dr.  Turnbull,  of  Ilus  sell- square. 
Being  soon  after  assured,  by  an  authority  of  the  highest  kind,  that 
these  alleged  cures  were  an  unreal  mockery,  and  that  the  paragraph 
must  have  been  designed  as  a  mere  puff,  we,  in  our  publication  of  the 
ensuipg  8th  of  February,  expressed  our  regret  for  having  admitted 
it,  describing  it  at  the  same  time  by  the  opprobrious  term  which  we 
had  heard  applied  to  it.  Thus  the  matter  rested  till  the  beginning 
of  the  present  winter,  when  we  were  somewhat  surprised  to  be 
assured  by  a  friend  that,  as  far  as  he  could  judge,  we  had  gone 
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further  wrong  in  our  publication  of  the  8th  of  Ferbruary  than  in 
that  of  the  28th  of  September,  for  he,  having  lately  been  in  Aber¬ 
deen,  had  seen  and  conversed  with  persons  who  had  been  cured  of 
congenital  deafness  by  Dr.  Turnbull,  and  had  also  found  that,  in 
consequence  of  these  cures,  there  was  a  more  than  favourable 
opinion  of  him  amongst  some  of  the  principal  professors  of  the 
northern  university.  We  were  induced  by  this  information  to  hold 
our  condemnation  of  the  original  paragraph  as  liable  to  review  ; 
and,  being  anxious  that  no  remediable  injustice  should  lie  at  the 
door  of  this  work,  we  determined  to  satisfy  ourselves  of  the 
character  of  Dr.  Turnbull’s  practice,  in  order  to  make  all  possible 
reparation  in  the  event  of  our  being  found  in  error.  This  oppor¬ 
tunity  occurred  soon  after,  on  Dr.  Turnbull’s  visiting,  or  rather 
revisiting,  Edinburgh.  We  on  that  occasion  went  several  times  to 
his  surgical  room,  in  order  to  witness  and  make  all  possible  in¬ 
vestigations  into  his  mode  of  practice.  It  soon  appeared  that,  to 
arrive  at  thorough  conviction,  would  require  considerably  more 
trouble  than  we  had  anticipated,  or  could  conveniently  spare  time 
for ;  but  the  wish  to  do  what  was  fair  and  proper  on  the  occasion, 
and  the  interest  of  the  investigation  itself,  made  us  cheerfully 
overlook  this  difficulty.  Amongst  other  measures  which  seemed 
necessary  for  making  up  our  mind,  we  studied  the  most  recent  and 
approved  works  on  aural  surgery,  in  order  to  ascertain  in  what 
respects  Dr.  Turnbull’s  practice  differed  from  that  which  is  general 
in  the  profession.  We  also  sought  interviews  with  persons  who 
were  said  to  have  been  cured  by  Dr.  Turnbull,  with  their  friends, 
^nd  with  indifferent  parties  who  knew  them  before  as  well  as  since 
these  cures  were  effected.  We  wrote  to  various  places,  to  ascertain 
the  present  condition  of  persons  who  had  been  cured  in  the  early 
part  of  the  past  year.  We  carefully  inspected  written  evidence 
submitted  to  us.  In  short,  we  omitted  no  exertion  which  we 
thought  at  all  likely  to  increase  our  means  of  forming  a  judgment 
for  ourselves  with  regard  to  the  character  of  this  gentleman’s  practice 
in  aural  surgery.  The  conclusion  at  which  we  arrived  was,  that 
Dr.  Turnbull  unquestionably  had,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  in 
Scotland,  performed  many  cures  beyond  the  scope  of  ordinary 
medical  practice,  and  particularly  several  cures  of  congenital  deaf¬ 
ness .  It  appeared  to  us,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  had  failed  in 
several  instances  where  he  had  made  the  attempt,  but  that  this  was 
no  more  than  what  might  reasonably  be  expected  from  his  own 
professions,  which  were,  that  his  methods  were  as  yet  only  pro¬ 
bationary,  and  that  he  could  not  consequently  make  sure  of  suc¬ 
ceeding  in  every  case.  On  these  grounds,  we  felt  assured  that  the 
communications  made  to  us  respecting  the  original  paragraph  were, 
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however  unintentionally,  unjust,  in  as  far  as  a  man  capable  of  curing 
congenital  deafness  alone  (to  say  nothing  of  his  other  cures)  was 
entitled  to  be  respectfully,  and  not  contumeliously,  spoken  of. 

Being  of  this  opinion,  we  feel  it  of  course  incumbent  upon  us  to 
lose  no  time  in  begging  our  readers  to  consider  the  notice  of  the 
8 th  of  February ,  1840,  and  a  repetition  of  it  on  the  ensuing  Ath  of 
April ,  as  withdrawn  and  condemned.  So  earnestly  do  we  feel  on 
this  point,  that  we  have  ordered  that  not  one  other  copy  of  the 
numbers  containing  these  notices  shall  be  given  out  to  the  public, 
but  that  a  new  edition  of  the  numbers  shall  be  prepared,  from 
which  the  notices  in  question  shall  be  omitted.  While  thus  stating 
our  own  convictions,  we  are  aware  that  many  respectable  persons 
persist  in  alleging  the  whole  of  Dr.  Turnbull’s  practice  to  be  a 
system  of  delusion.  We  do  not  quarrel  with  them  on  this  ground. 
It  is  a  point  on  which  conscientious  men  may  fairly  differ.  We  do 
not  even  ask  that  any  one  shall  believe  as  we  do  upon  our  word, 
but  ivoidd  recommend  all  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  matter  to  in¬ 
quire  and  judge  for  themselves.  Let  the  case  stand  unjudged  for 
anything  that  we  have  to  say  about  it ;  but  let  us  also  lay  before 
our  readers  a  brief  view  of  the  evidence  on  which  we  have  formed 
the  opinion  which  induces  us  now  to  retract  what  we  consider  an 
injurious  statement.  Having  twice  before  acted  on  mere  authority, 
and  been  led  thereby  to  bandy  our  readers  backwards  and  forwards 
between  two  opposite  conclusions,  we  feel  it  to  be  necessary  that  a 
third  view  of  the  case  should  appear  to  have  been  adopted  on  a 
reasonably  large  basis  of  fact. 

Let  us  first  explain  that  the  deafness  of  the  class  of  persons 
called  deaf-mutes  has  hitherto  been  quite  incurable.  With  respect 
to  certain  modifications  of  deafness  produced  by  cold,  and  other 
similarly- accidental  means,  there  has  long  been  a  medical  practice 
attended  with  some  measure  of  success  :  for  example,  in  London 
there  is  an  institution  called  the  Royal  Dispensary  for  Diseases  of 
the  Ear,  where,  since  its  commencement  in  1816,  according  to  a 
statement  by  its  surgeon,  Mr.  Curtis,*  twelve  thousand  cases  have 
been  cured  or  relieved.  But  for  that  complete  deafness  which  is 
born  with  a  human  being ,  and  prevents  the  future  acquirement  of 
speech ,  there  is  achnowledgedly  no  cure  whatever  upon  the  medical 
boohs.  This  is  fully  owned  by  one  of  the  first  writers  and  prac¬ 
titioners  of  the  day  on  Aural  Surgery,  Dr.  Wilheim  Kramer,  of 
Berlin,  who,  in  a  work  on  the  subject,  of  which  an  English  trans¬ 
lation  appeared  in  1837,  says,  “  There  are  convincing  proofs  of  the 

*  The  Present  State  of  Aural  Surgery,  &c.  By  John  Harrison  Curtis,  Esq. 
London:  Churchill.  1841. 


10 


entire  failure  of  all  remedial  attempts  hitherto  made  for  the 
restoration  of  hearing  in  deaf-mutes.  *  *  *  The  deaf -dumb, 

whether  they  be  completely  deaf  or  merely  dull  of  hearing ,  are 
incurable.'1'’  f 

The  condemnation  thus  pronounced  will  appear  a  very  distress¬ 
ing  one,  when  it  is  known  that,  in  civilised  communities,  one 
person  in  about  every  sixteen  hundred  is  a  deaf-mute.  It  affords, 
by  the  way,  a  curious  additional  illustration  of  what  we  lately 
explained  under  the  title  of  “  The  Regularity  of  Irregular  Things,” 
that,  in  each  of  six  European  states — France,  Spain,  Italy,  Austria, 
Russia,  and  Prussia — the  proportion  given  by  statistics  is  exactly 
one  to  every  1,585  of  the  population.  The  whole  number  in  Great 
Britain  alone  is  12,394;  and  in  France,  20,189.  We  must  the 
more  deplore  the  despair  of  medical  science  on  this  subject,  when 
we  consider  what  a  serious  drawback  deaf-muteness  must  in  every 
case  form  to  the  pleasures  of  life,  and  what  an  insurmountable 
obstruction  it  must  be  to  nearly  every  effort  of  industry  and  a 
legitimate  ambition.  Even  the  partial  deafness  of  elderly  persons 
and  others  is  an  evil  to-  themselves  of  a  magnitude  of  which  it 
cannot  be  supposed  that  those  who  enjoy  full  powers  of  hearing 
are  able  to  form  an  idea. 

Without  further  preface,  we  shall  proceed  to  give  an  outline  of 
the  evidence  on  which  we  conclude  that  Dr.  Turnbull  cures  con¬ 
genital  and  other  extreme  cases  of  deafness. 

During  his  recent  brief  residence  in  Edinburgh,  Dr.  Turnbull 
effected  the  entire  cure  of  Miss  Catherine  Walker,  of  Kelso,  a 
young  lady  known  to  various  friends  of  our  own  as  having  been 
deaf  and  dumb  during  her  whole  life  up  to  that  period,  and  who 
had  accordingly  received  her  education  in  the  institution  for  deaf- 
mutes  in  Edinburgh.  We  saw  this  young  person,  first  a  week, 
and  next  time  about  a  month,  after  her  cure,  and  found  that  she 
heard  as  well  as  any  ordinary  person.  At  the  time  when  we  saw 
her  last,  she  was  beginning  to  use  her  voice  to  some  little  purpose, 
insomuch  that  her  friends  forbade  her  to  speak  to  them  on  her 
fingers,  alleging  that  they  could  understand  what  she  said. 

Robert  Kerse,  a  boy  of  ten  years  of  age,  grandson  of  Sir  Thomas 
M.  Brisbane’s  fisherman  at  Mackerstoun,  had  been  to  a  oTGat 
extent  deaf  from  infancy,  with  a  discharge  of  matter  from  his  ears 
and  frequent  ear-ache.  He  came  to  Dr.  Turnbull  on  the  10th 
November,  and  went  home  on  the  16th,  quite  cured.  Sir  Thomas 
in  a  communication  with  which  we  have  been  favoured  by  him, 

t  Kramer  on  the  Nature  and  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Ear,  translated  by 
J.  R.  Bennett,  M.D.  London:  Longmans  and  Co. 
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says,  “  The  day  after  the  hoy’s  return,  I  directed  that  he  should  be 
brought  to  me,  in  order  that  I  might  examine  him.  In  the  hall  of 
entry  I  have  a  sidereal  clock,  from  which  I  gradually  withdrew 
him  till  the  distance  was  24  feet,  when  he  still  heard  its  beats,  but 
not  farther:  in  fact,  I  could  not  well  hear  it  myself  at  27  feet.” 
Sir  Thomas  likewise  induced  Mr.  Main,  the  provost  of  Kelso,  and 
Mr.  Armstrong,  the  county-officer  of  Roxburghshire,  to  send  their 
sons  to  Dr.  Turnbull,  who  was  successful  with  them  both,  one 
being  a  case  of  congenital  deafness.  This  eminent  person,  the 
President  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh,  has,  both  by  writing 
and  by  oral  communication,  expressed  to  us  his  full  conviction  of 
the  power  of  Dr.  Turnbull  to  effect  extraordinary  cures  in  tin's 
class  of  diseases. 

The  father -m-law  of  one  of  the  individuals  now  addressing  ihe 
public  has  been  deaf  in  his  left  ear  for  forty-four  years ,  in  con- 
sequence  of  a  cold  from  sleeping  in  a  damp  bed.  We  saw  this 
gentleman  sit  down  in  Dr.  Turnbull’s  room  with  his  left  ear  utterly 
deaf,  and,  in  five  minutes,  after  a  process  which  will  be  afterwards 
described,  and  the  application  of  a  liquid,  we  saw  him  rise,  in 
possession  of  the  hearing  of  that  ear.  In  this  gentleman’s  case,  all 
the  efforts  of  many  other  aurists  had  completely  failed. 

Mr.  Charles  Hope,  who  lately  retired  from  the  situation  of  Pre¬ 
sident  of  the  Court  of  Session,  was  induced  by  a  friend  to  resort  to 
Dr.  Turnbull  last  April,  on  account  of  impaired  hearing.  To  quote 
a  letter  to  ourselves,  which  the  ex-president  has  placed  at  our  dis¬ 
posal — “  Before  putting  myself  under  Dr.  Turnbull’s  care,  I  thought 
it  right  to  inform  him  that  I  had  just  entered  my  seventy-ninth 
year ,  on  which  he  at  once  candidly  said  that  he  would  not  under¬ 
take  to  cure  me,  but  that  perhaps  he  might  do  me  some  good,  if  I 
would  allow  him  to  examine  my  ears,  which  of  course  I  did.  He 
told  me  it  was  impossible  that  I  could  hear  well,  for  my  ears  were 
as  dry  as  the  mahogany  table  we  were  sitting  at,  as  there  was  a  total 
want  of  the  secretion  of  wax.  That,  he  said,  lie  certainly  could 
restore.  Accordingly,  after  two  or  three  applications,  the  wax  be¬ 
gan  to  appear,  and  at  the  end  of  ten  or  twelve  days  became  copious  ; 
and  I  certainly  found  very  considerable  improvement  in  my  hearing, 
which  was  sensible  to  my  family  and  my  colleagues.  The  secretion 
of  wax  continues,  and  my  ears  are  now  in  their  natural  healthy 
state,  subject  only  to  the  effects  of  old  age,  which  generally  blunts 
all  the  senses.  *  In  short,  Dr.  Turnbull  did  me  all  the 

good  he  ever  pretended  he  could  do  to  my  hearing,  and  that  benefit 
continues.” 

Three  deaf-mute  children,  from  ten  to  eleven  years  of  age,  who 
had  been  for  some  years  receiving  their  education  in  the  Day  School 
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for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  in  Edinburgh,  attended  Dr.  Turnbull  in 
April  last,  and  had  their  hearing  established.  Mr.  Drysdale,  the 
deaf-mute  master  of  the  school,  has  given  distinct  testimony  to  this 
fact  in  a  document  which  we  have  perused ;  and,  at  a  private  per¬ 
sonal  interview,  when  we  asked  categorically  if  these  children  for¬ 
merly  did  not  hear  and  now  do  so,  he  answered  as  emphatically  that 
such  really  was  the  case.  We  saw  the  three  children  more  than 
once,  and  found  them  able  to  hear  very  slight  noises  at  the  distance 
of  several  yards,  and  to  pronounce  words  after  any  one  speaking  to 
them,  these  persons,  it  is  important  to  remark,  being  stationed  be¬ 
hind  their  backs.  Their  pronunciation,  it  may  be  noticed,  was  im¬ 
perfect,  and  sometimes  the  sound  uttered  by  them  was  very  unlike 
the  original ;  but  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  existence,  in  all  the 
three,  of  both  the  power  of  hearing  and  of  speaking. 

Dr.  Turnbull  was  in  Aberdeen  during  September  and  October 
last,  in  consequence  of  an  invitation  from  Dr.  Jack,  Principal  of 
King’s  College.  He  was  there  successful  in  a  number  of  very  in¬ 
teresting  cases.  A  girl  named  Mary  Moir,  from  Waterside  of 
Thornton,  near  Lawrencekirk — born  deaf  and  dumb — was  enabled 
to  hear  perfectly  in  a  few  minutes.  Two  young  persons,  Margaret 
and  Robert  Stirling,  of  Aberdeen,  deaf  from  birth,  were  also  com¬ 
pletely  cured.  Sophia  Robertson,  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institu¬ 
tion,  of  Aberdeen,  and  John  Scott,  from  Dufftown  (a  lad  of  twenty- 
four),  were  other  cases  of  complete  cure.  Dr.  Keith,  surgeon  to 
the  Infirmary,  and  Mr.  George  Rainy,  surgeon  to  the  Ophthalmic 
and  Auric  Institution,  both  of  Aberdeen,  certify  these  cures  in  docu¬ 
ments  before  us.  The  former  gentleman  says,  in  a  letter  to  Dr. 
Turnbull,  “  After  repeated  examinations  of  many  of  the  objects  of 
your  care  previously  to  anything  being  done,  I  satisfied  myself  that 
they  were  both  deaf  and  dumb.  I  have  witnessed  the  application 
of  your  remedy  to  the  ears,  and  bear  testimony  to  their  having,  in  my 
own  presence,  obtained  the  sense  of  hearing  ;  and  by  mjr  own  tuition, 
in  a  few  minutes  afterwards,  acquired  the  power  of  articulation.” 
The  case  of  Sophia  Robertson  is  certified  by  Mr.  M.  R.  Burns,  the 
master  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution,  an  individual  of  whose 
moral  worth  we  happen  to  have  personal  knowledge.  “  Sophia,” 
he  says,  “  lost  her  hearing  from  a  fever.  She  could  hear  the  clock 
striking  when  standing  by  it.  But  since  she  has  been  under  your 
care  she  can  hear  a  bell  rung  three  pairs  of  stairs  up,  and  easily  the 
ringing  of  the  church  bells.  In  my  own  experience  it  is  not  less 
effectual,  though  less  rapid.  I  feel  my  hearing  progressing.”  Dr. 
Fleming,  professor  of  natural  philosophy,  and  Dr.  William  Gregory, 
professor  of  chemistry,  have  likewise  given  favourable  testimony, 
the  latter  gentleman  saying,  amongst  other  things,  with  regard  to 
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the  three  Edinburgh  children  above-mentioned,  “  The  doubts  which 
have  been  expressed  (obviously  without  experimental  grounds)  of 
the  permanence  of  your  cures,  must  be  in  a  great  measure  dissipated 
by  the  state  of  these  individuals,  six  months  after  treatment.” 

Dr.  Turnbull  was  in  Glasgow  at  the  beginning  of  the  bypast  year, 
and  in  public  administered  to  various  deaf  and  dumb  persons. 
Happening  to  be  acquainted  with  a  gentleman  who  had  taken  an 
interest  in  what  was  then  done,  we  wrote  to  him,  making  particular 
inquiry  into  the  condition  of  two  young  persons  whom  we  understood 
to  have  received  decided  and  permanent  benefit.  These  were  deaf- 
mutes,  named  Jane  Wilkie  and  Margaret  Muir,  the  one  being  about 
eight  years  of  age,  the  other  about  nineteen.  Our  friend  answered 
(Dec.  2)  as  follows  : — “  I  called  for  both  the  girls  to-day,  and  had 
the  good  luck  to  find  Wilkie  at  home.  Her  mother  states  freely 
that  she  hears  quite  as  well  as  the  other  children,  and  is  at  a  school 
conducted  by  a  female,  who  seems  to  be  bringing  her  on  very  well, 
if  I  may  judge  from  a  specimen  of  her  reading  I  witnessed  to-day. 
Her  articulation  was  very  perfect,  considering  the  short  time  that 
she  has  been  at  school.  They  have  no  occasion  now  to  speak  loud 
to  her,  as  she  seems  to  understand  quite  well  what  is  said,  even 
when  her  back  is  turned.  *  *  I  found  Muir’s  parents  at  home, 

but  she  herself  was  at  her  work  in  the  cotton-mill.  I  put  many 
questions  to  the  parents,  which  they  answered  very  satisfactorily. 
They  stated  that  the  surprising  effects  produced  by  Dr.  Turnbull 
had  not  abated  in  the  least  degree,  but,  on  the  contrary,  were  rather 
increased.  She  hears  whatever  is  said  to  her,  though  she  may  be 
in  another  room  with  the  door  shut.” 

It  is  a  common  allegation  respecting  Dr.  Turnbull’s  cures,  that, 
on  the  most  favourable  construction,  they  are  little  more  than 
momentary  ;  and  we  are  bound  to  observe  that  we  have  heard  of 
persons  of  impaired  hearing  relapsing  after  a  time  from  the 
improved  condition  into  which  he  had  brought  them.  But  what  is 
to  be  said  of  Mr.  Hope,  who  has  continued  well  for  six  or  seven 
months  ;  of  the  three  children  of  the  Edinburgh  Day-school  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  who  have  maintained  recovered  hearing  for  an 
equal  time  ;  and  of  Jane  Wilkie  and  Margaret  Muir,  who  are 
better  now  than  ever,  after  nearly  a  twelvemonth  ?  By  these  cases, 
not  to  speak  of  others  of  more  recent  date,  the  so-far  permanence 
of  the  remedy  seems  to  us  fully  established. 

As  born  deafness  was  never  cured  before,  it  may  be  worth  while 
to  give  a  few  particulars  with  respect  to  the  sensations  of  the 
patients  on  their  first  becoming  possessed  of  the  heretofore  deficient 
sense.  Miss  Walker  states,  in  a  letter  before  us,  that  she  at  first 
experienced  considerable  annoyance  from  the  noise  of  vehicles  in 
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the  street.  On  attending  church  the  singing  gave  her  new  and 
exquisite  pleasure,  though  she  had  previously  enjoyed  music  in  the 
manner  peculiar  to  some  deaf  persons,  through  the  effect  of  \ibiation 
on  the  general  frame.  Another  cured  patient,  wTho,  like  Miss 
Walker,  had  previously  acquired  considerable  knowledge  of  mitten 
language,  has  drawn  up  a  paper  to  enfoice  a  hypothesis  which  has 
occurred  to  his  mind,  that  sound  and  language  are  connected. .  A 
girl,  residing  at  Glasgow,  who  wTas  cured  in  May,  has  since 
acquired  the  sense  of  smell :  when  she  discovered  it,  she  held  out 
a  rose  to  her  mother,  and  said  her  nose  had  spoken.  A  married 
woman,  residing  in  Edinburgh,  on  getting  home  from  the  first 
experiment  with  recovered  hearing,  heard  her  children  crying,  but 
was  not  for  some  time  aware  that  the  sound  had  any  connexion 
with  their  suffering.  It  wrould  be  obviously  ot  importance  to  have 
a  fair  opportunity,  of  observing  the  effect  of  the  sudden  acquire¬ 
ment  of  the  sense  of  hearing  on  some  person  capable  of  recording 
his  gradual  perceptions  of  the  connexion  of  sound  with  the  circum¬ 
stances  causing  it. 

We  proceed  to  report  what  has  been  stated  to  us,  and  what  we 
have  witnessed,  respecting  the  expedients  used  by  Dr,  Turnbull  for 
the  cure  of  deafness. 

In  the  course  of  general  practice  in  1834,  he  had  two  patients 
afflicted  with  tic-doloureux,  extending  along  the  temples  and  fore¬ 
head,  and  producing  partial  blindness  in  one  eye  of  each  patient. 
By  the  application  of  veratria  for  about  four  weeks,  the  tic  w  as 
removed,  and  at  the  same  time  the  sight  restored.  This  latter 
circumstance  struck  his  mind  forcibly,  and  he  thought  it  might  be 
well  to  try  the  effect  of  some  of  the  new  alkaloids  upon  eye-diseases. 
Obtaining  permission  to  experiment  in  St.  Giles’s  Workhouse,  he 
found  a  patient  in  an  old  paralytic  woman  who  wanted  seeing  and 
hearing  on  one  side.  With  a  view  to  the  cure  of  the  eye  only,  the 
forehead  of  this  woman  was  rubbed  daily  for  four  days  with  an 
extract  of  capsicum,  when  her  vision  became  completely  restored ; 
and  next  day — a  result  which  had  not  been  in  the  faintest  degree 
surmised — she  also  regained  her  hearing  !  He  tried  many  similar 
experiments,  but  in  no  other  case  met  with  such  very  extraordinary 
results.  His  attention  was  now,  however,  powerfully  attracted  to 
ear-diseases.  Before  adverting  to  his  further  progress  in  that  walk, 
we  may  mention  that  he  succeeded  in  establishing  with  the  pro¬ 
fession  generally  the  powerful  effects  of  veratria  in  the  cure  of 
tic-doloureux,  rheumatism,  gout,  and  all  other  forms  of  neuralgic- 
disease. 

Experiment  in  time  showed  that  in  cases  of  deafness  arising  from 
low  nervous  energy,  a  class  to  which  nearly  all  the  cases  of  the 
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deaf-dumb  belong,  the  organ  may  be  more  or  less  successfully 
treated  by  applying  to  it  a  weak  alkaloid.  This  he  rubs  gently 
upon  the  tympanum  by  means  of  an  instrument  tipped  with  chamois 
leather,  and  generally  in  ten  minues  the  effects  are  manifest. 

But  the  greater  number  of  diseases  of  the  ear  arise  from  cold, 
producing  acute  and  chronic  inflammation,  and  diminishing  or 
altogether  obstructing  the  flow  of  wax,  whereby  the  tympanum 
and  other  parts  of  the  outer  ear,  from  being  exposed  to  the  air,  are 
thickened,  and  so  deprived  of  sensibility.  Cold  also  produces 
inflammation  and  consequent  accumulation  of  mucus  in  the  passage 
called  the  Eustachian  tube,  which  communicates  between  the 
internal  ear  and  the  back  of  the  mouth.  Finding  cured  persons 
relapse  in  consequence  of  the  defect  of  wax,  Dr.  Turnbull  was 
prompted  to  use  his  ingenuity  in  endeavouring  to  discover  a  means 
of  sustaining  that  secretion.  Fie  reflected  that  the  application  of 
the  mouth  of  the  child  to  its  mother’s  breast,  by  removing  the 
pressure  of  the  atmosphere,  causes  the  milk  immediately  to  flow, 
and  he  conceived  that  a  similar  result  might  follow  with  respect  to 
the  wax  of  the  ear,  if  he  could  by  any  means  remove  the  pressure 
of  the  atmosphere  from  the  external  parts.  For  this  purpose  he  at 
first  used  a  syringe,  with  an  Indian  rubber  mouth,  exactly  fitted  to 
the  aperture  of  the  ear.  The  plan  was  successful ;  the  blood-vessels 
resumed  a  free  circulation,  and  the  flow  of  wax  recommenced.  It 
strikes  us  that  we  have  rarely  known  a  more  beautiful  instance  of  a 
simple  natural  principle  being  taken  advantage  of  by  human  in¬ 
genuity  for  a  humane  end. 

The  clearing  of  the  Eustachian  tube,  for  which  no  means  formerly 
existed  but  the  application  of  medicines  to  the  bowels,  or  the  dan¬ 
gerous  use  of  a  catheter,  was  effected  by  Dr.  Turnbull  by  the  same 
simple  means.  For  producing  exhaustion,  however,  either  in  this 
or  the  above  case,  he  does  not  now  use  a  syringe,  but  a  very  elegant 
application  of  the  air-pump,  suggested  to  him  by  Sir  John  Robison, 
Edinburgh.  This  he  calls  a  Pneumatic  Extractor.  A  common  air- 
pump  operates  in  exhausting  a  tall  bell-shaped  receiver,  in  the  inte¬ 
rior  of  which  is  a  mercurial  gauge,  to  indicate  the  degree  of  exhaus¬ 
tion.  From  the  plate  of  the  pump  proceeds  a  flexible  air-tight 
pipe,  having  a  stopcock  near  its  junction.  On  the  farther  end  of 
this  pipe,  the  experimenter  can  fit  on  either  an  oval  glass  cup  made 
to  contain  the  outer  ear,  and  fit  close  to  the  head  by  means  of  a  little 
soft  wax  or  putty — or  a  slightly  bent  tube  of  the  same  material, 
3-8ths  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  with  its  mouth  a  little  evasated,  or 
turned  outwards.  On  this  tube  being  introduced  into  the  mouth  of 
the  patient,  and  applied  to  the  orifice  of  the  Eustachian  passage, 
communication  is  opened  between  the  previously  rarified  air  in  the 
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receiver  and  the  orifice,  from  which  a  discharge  of  mucus  is  soon 
made  into  the  tube,  which  is  then  withdrawn.  The  rarefaction 
which  effects  this  best,  is  equal  to  from  5  to  8  inches  of  the  mercu¬ 
rial  column.  It  may  be  remarked,  that  engorgement  of  the  Eusta¬ 
chian  tube  and  the  inner  cavities  of  the  ear,  are  the  conditions 
which  prove  a  frequent  cause  of  deafness.  The  air,  it  must  be 
observed,  is  the  proper  conductor  of  sound  ;  and  there  must  be  a 
free  passage  between  the  inner  ear  and  the  outward  air,  in  order  to 
allow  of  the  tympanum  performing  the  vibrations  which  give  hear¬ 
ing.  All  that  tends,  as  engorgement  does,  to  impede  the  free 
vibrations  of  the  tympanum,  must,  of  course,  produce  deafness. 
We  thus  clearly  see  of  what  importance  must  be  every  means  by 
which  engorgement  can  be  readily  reduced. 

As  we  are  only  anxious  on  the  present  occasion  to  show  the 
grounds  we  have  for  an  opinion  subversive  of  the  injurious  notices 
formerly  inserted  in  this  work,  we  do  not  propose  to  say  more 
•  respecting  the  various  depreciatory  remarks  which  have  been  made 
respecting  Dr.  Turnbull,  apart  from  his  practice,  than  that  we  have 
seen  and  heard  enough  to  satisfy  us  that  they  are,  on  a  liberal  con¬ 
struction  of  circumstances,  ill-founded.  We  leave  him  to  pursue 
his  way,  freed  at  least  from  any  obstruction  which  may  be  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  been  thrown  in  it  by  this  journal.  That  he  hasi  by 
patience  and  ingenuity ,  obtained  a  grasp  of  certain  new  mendicaments 
and  methods  calculated  to  cure  cases  of  deafness ,  such  as  were  never 
cured  before ,  ice  have  no  doubt ;  and  we  consequently  believe  that, 
if  he  perseveres  in  his  course,  he  will  speedily  be  able  to  come  be¬ 
fore  the  profession  with  claims  for  an  unequivocally-high  place  in 
its  annals. 

The  past  history  of  his  experiments — for,  strictly  speaking,  he 
is  as  yet  only  experimenting— supplies  some  curious  matter  for 
reflection.  Aural  Surgery  proceeds  for  ages  with  a  small  measure 
of  success  and,  though  in  a  vast  projiortion  of  cases  no  benefit  is 
experienced,  no  one  thinks  of  venting  complaint  or  remonstrance 
on  the  subject.  Failures  numberless  are  overlooked  and  excused, 
as  only  w7hat  is  to  be  expected  from  the  defective  state  of  medical 
science.  At  length  a  man  of  some  originality  appears,  who  appa¬ 
rently  detects  the  true  and  direct  means  of  curing  deafness  in  many 
of  its  forms,  and  he  is  successful  in  a  very  considerable  number  of 
cases.  What  is  the  reception  he  meets  with  ?  The  medical 
profession  are  instantly  in  arms  against  him.  The  public  treats 
him  as  one  rather  proposing  to  injure  than  to  benefit  it.  The 
keepers  of  institutions  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  with  scarcely  an 
exception,  present  bayonets  at  his  approach.  The  evidence  of 
his  cures  is  disputed.  Cases  of  failure,  though  they  occur  in 
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a  small  proportion  compared  with  what  could  be  reckoned  for¬ 
merly,  are  fastened  upon,  magnified,  and  made  a  pretext  for 
doubting  cases  of  proved  success.  Men  are  heard  with  one  breath 
denying  his  cures  altogether — with  the  next  alleging  that  they 
last  only  for  a  few  days.  Everything  that  can  be  heard  of  to 
his  prejudice  is  gathered  together  and  flung  in  his  teeth.  Every 
quirk  and  quibble  and  dextrous  evasion  that  can  be  devised,  are 
brought  to  bear  on  his  public  exhibitions,  so  as  to  ensure  his 
failure,  or  at  least  bring  discredit  on  his  operations.  In  short,  the 
whole  world  seems  in  somewhat  the  same  mind  with  the  Irishman 
who  laid  a  bet  that  his  friend  would  not  carry  him  to  the  top  of  a 
house  in  his  hod,  without  letting  him  fall,  and  who  had  great  hopes 
from  a  trip  about  the  third  story.  It  seems  out  of  its  senses  with 
eagerness  to  discover  that  the  whole  of  this  attempt  to  benefit  it 
should  prove  to  be  an  imposition.  Accordingly,  the  experimenter 
appears  in  exactly  the  same  predicament  with  those  who  brought 
bad  news  to  Athens.  He  stands  with  a  rope  about  his  neck,  which 
the  angry  public  seem  every  moment  about  to  draw  tight — despised, 
ridiculed,  miscalled,  hustled,  badgered,  and  reviled.  It  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  remark  how  his  fortune  prospers  during  this  pleasant 
probation.  While  alleged  to  be  robbing  rich  and  poor,  and  accu¬ 
mulating  an  enormous  hoard  of  wealth,  he  is  in  reality  curing  the 
poor  without  any  kind  of  charge,  and  has  lost  most  of  even  that 
moderate  income  which  he  formerly  drew  from  common  practice. 
“  Everything  but  trodden  out  of  existence”  is,  in  one  word,  the 
fate  of  the  individual  who  has  been  the  first  merely  human  being  to 
cause  the  deaf  to  hear.  After  such  a  history,  it  must  be  owned  that 
the  temptations’  to  leave  the  quiet  chimney  corner  of  commonplace 
and  common  error  are  not  great,  or,  whatever  they  are,  that  the 
warnings  on  the  other  side  are  such  as  only  a  very  brave  class  of 
minds  would  disregard. 
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GLASGOW  CASES. 


In  the  early  part  of  1841  I  proceeded  to  Glasgow, 
and  there  commenced  applying  in  public  my  remedy 
to  a  few  cases  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  who  were  brought 
to  me,  and  the  following  remarks  appeared  in  the 
Glasgow  Constitutional  of  13th  January,  1841 : — 

CURING  THE  DEAF. 

Yesterday  afternoon  we  attended  the  hall  in  the  Argyll  Hotel,  to 
witness  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Turnbull,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring 
to  the  deaf  the  sense  of  hearing.  Among  those  present  were  the 
Lord  Proyost,  William  Campbell,  Esq.,  of  Dunoon  Castle,  John 
Alston,  Esq.,  David  Ferguson,  Esq.,  Adam  Hamilton,  Esq.,  of 
Lonsdale,  &c.,  and  a  number  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  medical  prac¬ 
titioners  in  this  city.  Dr.  Turnbull  stated  that  the  great  advantage 
attained  by  his  discovery  was,  that  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  he  could 
tell  whether  it  was  possible  or  not  to  restore  the  hearing.  He  had 
come  to  Glasgow  for  the  purpose  of  doing  what  he  could  for  those 
who  were  afflicted  with  deafness,  and  he  would  be  happy  to  give 
any  information  he  could  with  regard  to  diseases  of  the  ear.  He 
hoped  that  medical  men  would  put  any  question  that  they  might 
think  calculated  to  elicit  information.  He  would  be  found  at  43, 
Bath-street,  every  day  during  the  remainder  of  the  week,  and  he 
would  be  glad  of  a  visit  from  medical  gentlemen,  as  they  would 
then  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  effects  of  the  medicine  as 
he  went  along.  Three  young  men,  a  boy,  a  young  woman,  and 
two  little  girls  were  then  operated  on.  Two  of  them  had  never 
heard  a  sound.  The  other  five,  it  was  supposed,  had  occasionally 
heard  a  clock  strike.  From  the  formation  of  the  ears  of  one  of  the 
young  men,  Dr.  Turnbull  thought  he  would  prove  a  hopeless  case. 
He,  however,  applied  the  medicine.  He  first  syringes  with  warm 
water  to  clear  the  ear  from  the  wax,  and  then  pours  the  medicine 
into  the  cavity,  and  rubs  it  upon  the  tympanum  with  a  small  rod 
made  of  chamois  leather,  stuffed  with  cotton.  After  the  expiry  of 
ten  minutes,  the  cotton  which  he  puts  in  to  keep  the  ear  warm  is 
taken  out,  and  if  ever  they  will  hear,  they  will  then  distinguish 
sounds.  Out  of  the  seven  cases,  he  thought  six  were  favourable  ; 
some  of  these  six  repeating  “  O”  after  him,  and  “  Papa,”  and  some 
of  them  even  hearing  the  ticking  of  his  watch  at  a  short  distance. 
Two  or  three  times  there  was  applause  at  the  happy  result  of  his 
first  experiment.  As  he  anticipated,  the  young  man  whose  ear  was 
diseased,  was  a  hopeless  case.  After  some  remarks  from  Dr.  Han- 
nay,  Dr.  Turnbull  said  it  was  his  anxious  wish  that  the  merits  of 
his  discovery  should  be  thoroughly  sifted,  and  he  would  be  happy 
if  the  medical  gentlemen  would  endeavour  to  get  cases  of  their 
own,  and  try  to  ascertain  their  real  nature  themselves,  and  then 
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bring  them  to  him.  We  were  certainly  astonished  at  the  effect  the 
medicine  had  on  those  to  whom  it  was  applied,  and  for  the  sake  of 
suffering  humanity  we  wish  Dr.  Turnbull  success  in  all  his  ex¬ 
periments. 

From  the  Glasgow  Constitutional  of  the  10th  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1841 : — 

DR.  TURNBULL  AND  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 

Some  weeks  ago  we  alluded  in  terms  of  approbation  to  an  exhi¬ 
bition  made  by  Dr.  Turnbull  with  certain  deaf  and  dumb  children 
in  the  Argyll  Hotel,  but  with  all  our  natural  dread  of  quacks  and 
quackery,  we  are  free  to  confess  that  even  then  we  had  our  doubts 
— not  at  all  of  the  honesty  of  purpose  of  Dr.  Turnbull — but  of  the 
efficacy  of  his  attempts  to  make  the  deaf  hear  and  the  dumb  to 
speak,  any  more  than  a  word  or  so,  in  a  very  inarticulate  manner. 
Yesterday,  however,  the  Doctor  had  a  more  matured  exhibition  at 
his  lodgings  in  Bath-street,  in  the  presence  of  a  number  of  ladies, 
medical  gentlemen,  and  some  of  our  most  influential  citizens — 
among  whom  we  observed  the  Rev.  Dr.  Brown,  Wm.  Campbell, 
Esq.,  Bailie  Lumsden,  Bailie  Wilson,  Dr.  M’Farlane,  Dr.  Perry, 
Dr.  M’Dowall,  Dr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Ord,  &c.  &c., — and  we  are 
now  enabled  to  express  our  delight  and  surprise  at  all  we  saw  and 
heard ;  in  short,  we  never  were  present  at  a  more  interesting  dis¬ 
play,  and  many  of  those  assembled  were  moved  almost  to  tears, 
while  listening  to  the  correct  articulation  of  the  children,  and  the 
confessions  of  surprise  by  the  parents  at  the  improvement  which 
had  been  made  on  their  little  ones  by  the  skill  of  the  Doctor. 

Two  young  girls  were  first  brought  forward,  and  Dr.  Turnbull 
stated  that  he  did  not  consider  theirs  very  favourable  cases,  but 
thought  it  fair  to  show  the  bad  along  with  the  good.  They  both 
heard  a  watch  ticking  when  near  to  their  ear. 

A  young  woman  was  then  brought  forward  who  was  born  deaf 
and  dumb.  The  individual  that  spoke  to  her  stood  at  a  yard’s 
distance,  or  more,  and  she  imitated  whatever  was  said,  whether  in 
English  or  Latin,  very  distinctly.  It  was  indeed  gratifying  to  see 
one  hitherto  lost  to  society  and  all  ideas  of  speech,  enabled,  by  the 
efficacy  of  Dr.  Turnbull’s  skilful  treatment,  to  convey  her  ideas  by 
sounds  instead  of  signs. 

A  very  interesting  case  was  that  of  a  little  girl  who  was  present 
at  his  first  exhibition,  and  has  remained  since  under  his  care.  At 
first  she  was  very  timid,  but  after  being  bribed  with  some  pence 
(the  Doctor  seems  aware  of  the  witching  power  of  money),  she 
repeated  such  sentences  as  were  spoken  slowly  most  accurately. 
Nothing  could  be  more  pleasing  than  to  witness  her  attempts  to 
speak,  and  unless  the  word  was  very  difficult  to  pronounce,  she 
managed  exceedingly  well. 

Other  cases  were  shown  of  a  similarly  gratifying  description, 
and  Dr.  Turnbull  said  he  would  address  himself  now  more  par¬ 
ticularly  to  the  ladies,  and  hoped  they  would  not  forget  to  look 
after  those  who  had  thus  got  the  use  of  their  speech,  and  see  that 
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they  got  education,  as  he  would  grieve  exceedingly  should  'N«y  not 
endeavour  to  carry  on  the  good  work.  In  conclusion,  we  say  that 
those  who  are  in  the  least  sceptical  would  do  well  to  pay  a  visityto 
the  Doctor's  residence  ;  and  we  feel  assured  that  he  will  be  ready 
to  show  those  under  his  care,  and  the  progress  they  have  made,  to  a 
discerning  public. 

The  accuracy  of  this  account  was  afterwards  certi¬ 
fied  as  follows : — 

We,  whose  names  are  subscribed  to  this,  were  present  at  a 
meeting  in  Dr.  Turnbull's  house,  in  Bath-street,  for  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  patients  under  his  care,  of  which  an 
account  is  given  in  the  Glctsgoiv  Constitutional  newspaper  of  the 
10th  February.  We  think  it  our  duty,  and  we  esteem  it  a  pleasure, 
to  state,  that  we  are  persuaded  that  the  account  is  not  only  sub¬ 
stantially  correct  and  just,  but  rather  under  than  above  the  truth  of 
the  occurrences  of  the  meeting ;  and  we  think  it  due  to  Dr.  Turn- 
bull  to  take  this  opportunity  of  making  this  statement  for  eliciting 
the  truth  of  what  took  place  in  our  presence  at  his  house  on  the 
occasion  alluded  to  above. 

THOS.  BROWN,  D.D.,  St,  John’s,  Glasgow. 

WM.  CAMPBELL,  of  Dunoon  Castle. 

ROBERT  LOCKHART,  St.  George’s-road. 

ROBERT  ORR,  Spring  Grove  Crescent. 

WM.  WILSON,  Campbelfield. 

JAMES  RUSSELL,  Hillside,  Partick. 

WM.  WILSON,  Castlebank  Cottage. 

PETER  CURRIE,  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  Monteith  Row. 

J OHN  LAURIE,  Minister  of  the  Parish  of  Row. 

The  following  certificates  were  sent  to  me  regard¬ 
ing  Margaret  Muir  and  Christina  Hogg,  two  of  the 
persons  who  were  operated  upon  at  the  meetings  above 
described : — 

Glasgow,  25th  Feb.,  1841. 

Margaret  Muir,  my  daughter,  39,Dalmarnock-road,  near  Glasgow, 
aged  nineteen  years,  was  born  deaf  and  dumb ;  was  sent  to  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  Glasgow  Asylum  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  and 
continued  there  four  years.  She  came  under  the  charge  of  Dr. 
Turnbull  on  15th  of  January  last,  at  which  time  she  was  aware  of 
the  ringing  of  the  church  bell,  when  near  to  it,  but  quite  inccapa- 
ble  of  holding  any  communication  through  the  medium  of  the  ear. 
She  has  been  under  his  care  since  the  above  period. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  MUIR. 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  bearer,  Mrs.  Hogg,  is  a  poor  widow, 
who  has  a  son  and  a  daughter,  both  deaf  and  dumb. 

ARCHD.  B.  CAMPBELL,  Minister. 

Kilwinning  Manse,  9th  Feb.,  1841. 


21 


Margaret  Muir,  Christina  Hogg,  and  a  child  named 
Jane  Wilkie,  who  had  been  brought  to  me  on  the  12th 
January,  1841,  quite  deaf  and  dumb,  were  examined 
by  upwards  of  twenty  .medical  men  previously  to  be¬ 
ing  operated  upon,  and  afterwards  by  a  committee  of 
gentlemen  in  the  beginning  of  March,  who  certified 
as  follows : — 

Having  been  present  in  Dr.  Turnbull’s  lodgings,  43,  Bath-street, 
on  the  25th  day  of  February  last,  when  Dr.  Turnbull  exhibited  the 
effect  of  his  treatment  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  we  concur  in  recording 
the  result  of  our  observations  at  that  time,  in  the  three  following 
cases,  which  were  presented  to  us,  as  of  individuals  who  had  been 
previously  quite  deaf. 

1.  Margaret  Muir,  aged  19,  was  brought  into  the  room.  We 
heard  her  imitate  with  distinctness  a  great  variety  of  words, 
pronounced  in  her  hearing.  A  handkerchief  was  placed  over  her 
eyes  to  prevent  her  catching  the  words  from  the  motion  of  the  lips  of 
the  speaker ;  and  to  prove  the  fact  of  her  hearing  still  more  strongly, 
she  was  put  into  a  closet  connected  with  the  room,  and  after  the 
door  was  shut  and  locked,  she,  with  equal  distinctness  as  in  the 
other  situation,  pronounced  the  words  uttered  by  the  speaker  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  door,  and,  of  course,  with  the  door  between 
them.  When  spoken  to  in  the  tone  of  ordinary  conversation,  and 
at  the  same  distance  from  the  speaker,  she  pronounced  the  words 
spoken,  and  it  appeared  to  us  that  her  hearing  was  as  acute  as  most 
people  possess. 

2.  Jane  Wilkie  was  next  brought  into  the  room,  aged  7  years. 
A  variety  of  words  and  sentences  were  pronounced  in  her  hearing, 
and  her  articulation  of  the  words  was  as  perfect  as  that  of  Margaret 
Muir,  the  first  patient.  Her  eyes  were  also  covered  with  a  hand¬ 
kerchief.  She  was  also  placed  in  the  closet,  with  the  door  shut, 
and  in  both  situations  she  pronounced  the  words  spoken  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  door.  Her  hearing  also  appeared  to  us  to  have 
attained  to  an  ordinary  degree  of  acuteness. 

3.  Christina  Hogg,  22  years  of  age.  This  individual  was  tested 
in  the  same  way  as  the  other  two,  in  regard  to  the  extent  of  hearing, 
and  both  with  a  covering  over  her  eyes,  and  with  a  door  between 
her  and  the  speaker,  she  readily  pronounced  the  words  that  were 
uttered.  No  greater  effort  seemed  to  be  necessary  to  make  her 
hear  than  would  be  required  in  a  person  to  whom  a  new  language 
was  spoken. 

WILLIAM  CAMPBELL,  of  Dunoon  Castle. 

JOHN  LAURIE,  Minister  of  the  Parish  of  Row 

ROBERT  LOCKHART,  St.  George’s-road. 

JAS.  RUSSELL,  Hillside,  Partick. 

WM.  WHITE,  144,  Queen-street. 

Glasgow,  3rd  March,  1841. 
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In  addition  to  this  attestation,  two  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  proceeded  to  make  farther  investigation,  and 
the  following  narrative  contains  the  result  of  their 
inquiries : —  » 

Glasgow,  5th  March,  1841. 

Being  desirous  of  ascertaining,  by  personal  enquiry,  the  previous 
state  of  the  patients  named  in  the  above  certificates,  for  the  purpose 
of  satisfying  ourselves  that  the  treatment  of  Dr.  Turnbull  had  been 
really  efficacious,  we  have  visited  the  families  and  neighbours  of 
the  two  first  named. 

With  regard  to  Margaret  Muir,  we  have  found  that  she  had  been 
four  years  in  the  Glasgow  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution  ;  that  from 
infancy  she  had  been  looked  upon  as  hopelessly  deaf  and  dumb  ; 
that  this  was  the  opinion  of  her  parents  ;  that  the  whole  neighbour¬ 
hood  concurred,  excepting  one  female,  who  stated  to  us  that  she 
had  an  impression  that  Margaret  Muir  did  hear  loud  screams  ;  but 
this  was  a  mere  impression  of  hers,  and  she  had  only  resided  a  few 
months  in  the  neighbourhood.  With  this  exception,  the  testimony 
was  unanimous  in  favour  of  the  entire  deafness  of  the  individual 
previous  to  her  visiting  Dr.  Turnbull.  The  representation  of  her 
present  condition,  as  given  by  us  above,  is  within  the  truth. 

We  visited,  also,  the  family  and  neighbours  of  Jane  Wilkie,  and 
in  her  case  we  found  the  most  complete  evidence  that  she  had  never 
heard  in  the  very  least.  In  this  the  parents  and  all  the  neighbours 
unanimously  concurred.  The  girl  is  now  apparently  hearing  every 
sound  as  distinctly  as  any  person. 

With  regard  to  Christina  Hogg,  we  have  a  certificate  from  the 
minister  of  the  parish  of  Kilwinning,  that  she  was  previously  deaf 
and  dumb,  and  this  was  further  confirmed  to  us  by  the  testimony 
of  her  mother,  who  brought  her  to  Glasgow,  and  was  with  her  in 
Dr.  Turnbull’s  house. 

We  consider  we  are  only  discharging  a  duty  by  thus  putting  the 
result  of  our  inquiries,  as  well  as  of  what  we  witnessed  of  the 
effects  of  Dr.  Turnbull’s  treatment,  in  writing.  We  have  no  pre¬ 
judice  in  favour  of  that  gentleman,  nor  any  interest  in  him  whatever. 

We  intend  to  visit  the  above  three  patients  in  the  course  of  a 
few  months  after  this,  when,  if  there  appears  to  be  no  permanent 
improvement  in  their  hearing,  we  shall,  as  publicly  as  we  make  the 
present  attestation,  certify  the  fact. 

WILLIAM  CAMPBELL. 
ROBERT  LOCKHART. 

To  A.  Turnbull,  Esq.,  M.D. 


Glasgow,  26th  June,  1841. 

My  Dear  Sir,— I  now  write  to  say  that  Mr.  W.  Campbell  and 
myself  visited  (yesterday)  your  once  deaf  and  dumb  patients,  viz., 
Jane  Wilkie  and  Margaret  Muir.  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that 
the  result  was  highly  favourable  and  satisfactory.  Previous  to  call¬ 
ing  on  Wilkie’s  parents,  we  judged  it  proper  to  call  and  inquire  at 
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a  neighbour,  who  keeps  a  shop  close  by,  and  who  knows  the  girl 
Wilkie  intimately.  This  person  spoke  most  favourably  regarding 
the  effect  produced  on  her  hearing  by  your  successful  treatment,  and 
asserted  that  the  astonishing  effect  produced  while  under  you  has 
not  abated  in  the  least,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  she  seems  to  have 
improved  both  in  her  hearing  and  speaking  since.  We  next  called 
on  her  mother,  who  fully  corroborated  all  that  the  neighbour  stated 
as  above ;  and,  in  addition,  stated  that  she  thought  her  daughter 
now  heard  as  well  as  any  of  the  other  children.  We  saw  her  play¬ 
ing  with  the  other  children,  and  seemingly  hearing  and  enjoying 
all  that  was  going  on.  I  understand  from  her  mother  that  she  has 
not  yet  been  sent  to  school. 

After  this,  we  proceeded  to  Muir’s  house,  and  saw  her  mother, 
who  also  clearly  and  distinctly  stated  that  the  effect  produced  while 
under  your  treatment  was  still  continuing  as  great  as  ever,  and  ex¬ 
pressed  herself  highly  pleased  at  the  result.  When  questioned  as 
to  the  difference  of  her  hearing  previous  to  being  under  your  treat¬ 
ment,  and  her  present  state  of  hearing,  she  plainly  stated,  that  pre¬ 
vious  to  your  seeing  her,  that  they  never  were  sensible  that  she  ever 
heard  any  sound,  but  that  now  she  can  distinctly  hear  the  ticking 
of  the  house  clock,  and  also  hears  when  spoken  to. — Wishing  you 
every  success, 

I  remain  yours,  very  truly, 

R.  LOCKHART. 

To  A.  Turnbull,  Esq.,  M.D. 

Christina  Hogg  was  not  visited,  as  she  had  left 
Glasgow. 

Avondale  Manse,  Hamilton,  Glasgow,  5th  September,  1840. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  bearer,  Mary  Ann  Walker,  a  deaf  and 
dumb  girl,  belongs  to  this  parish  of  Avondale  or  Strathaven,  in  the 
county  of  Lanark,  Scotland.  She  lives  with  her  grandfather,  who 
u  a  respectable  man,  by  profession  a  carpenter  ;  and  she  goes  to 
London  in  company  with  her  uncle,  also  a  carpenter  or  joiner,  for 
the  purpose  of  consulting  Dr.  Turnbull  as  to  her  unfortunate  infir¬ 
mity.  The  young  woman  is  entirely  dependent  upon  her  grand¬ 
father  for  support. 

WILLIAM  PROUDFOOT, 

Minister  of  Avondale  or  Strathaven. 


Strathaven,  March  5th,  1841. 

My  grandchild  went  to  London  in  the  month  of  September  last, 
to  receive  advice  from  Dr.  Turnbull.  Before  going  to  London  she 
could  hear  no  sound  but  what  was  very  loud,  such  as  thunder.  She 
was  under  the  Doctor’s  care  for  about  three  weeks,  and  at  her  return 
could  hear  whatever  was  said  to  her.  She  still  has  the  same  sense 
of  hearing,  and  can  articulate  many  words  distinctly.  She  is^  at 
present  learning  to  read,  and  is  making  considerable  progress.  She 
is  about  seventeen  years  of  age. 

WILLIAM  WALKER. 
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No.  8,  Steel-street,  Glasgow,  March  6th,  1841. 

Sir, — I  am  glad  to  bear  testimony  to  Mary  Ann  Walker’s  ability 
of  hearing,  since  she  came  under  your  care.  She  can  hear  when 
spoken  to  in  a  low-tone  of  voice  whatever  is  said  to  her.  She  re¬ 
mained  with  me  during  the  time  she  attended  you  in  Glasgow. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HUGH  PATON. 

Dr.  Turnbull.  - - 

Glasgow,  9th  March,  1841. 

Sir,- — This  is  to  certify  that  our  daughter  Janet  was  about  fifteen 
months  in  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  and  before  she  came  under 
your  care  she  was  examined  by  Dr.  Perry  in  his  own  house,  and 
she  has  been  under  your  care  these  five  weeks  past.  We  are  quite 
sensible  that  she  can  both  hear  and  speak  since  she  came  under 
your  care,  which  she  was  never  known  to  do  before,  and  she  will 
answer  you  with  her  back  to  the  speaker,  or  her  eyes  shut  or 
covered  with  anything.  She  is  nine  years  of  age.  I  am  very 
sorry,  indeed,  that  you  are  to  be  so  short  a  time  here,  she  is  doing 
so  well ;  but  I  hope  you  will  be  spared  to  do  as  much  good  to  those 
who  are  deprived  of  speaking  and  hearing  as  you  have  done  to  our 
daughter,  which  is  the  sincere  prayer  of  your  well-wishers. 

W.  J.  PRENTICE, 

Forrest  Land,  Maitland-street,  Cowcaddens,  Glasgow. 

Dr.  Turnbull. 

/  ' 

Manse  of  Kilmarnock,  26th  May,  1840. 

Rev.  Sir, — On  the  2nd  of  this  month  I  sent  up  two  girls,  Mary 
Wilson  and  Margaret  Shields,  under  the  care  of  a  confidential 
relative,  to  Dr.  Turnbull,  to  be  cured  of  their  deafness.  The  former 
was  born  deaf  and  dumb,  and  the  latter  lost  her  hearing  in  a  fever, 
when  two  or  three  years  old ;  and  I  now  have  the  pleasure  of 
informing  you  that  yesterday  they  returned  to  this  place  in  good 
health,  and  having  their  hearing  quite  restored.  They  cannot, 
however,  speak  distinctly,  but  as  they  have  their  hearing,  they  are 
beginning  to  speak  a  few  short  words,  and  they  must  be  put  under 
a  teacher  to  learn  the  letters  and  to  learn  to  read  and  speak,  as 
other  children  are  taught. — I  am,  Rev.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MACKINLAY. 

To  the  Rev.  David  Fraser,  Manse  of  Dores,  near  Inverness. 

In  October  last  (1848),  I  wrote  to  the  parents  of 
Margaret  Muir  and  Mary  Wilson,  and  to  Mr.  Lock¬ 
hart,  of  Glasgow,  named  in  the  foregoing  certificates, 
to  give  me  any  information  in  their  power  regarding 
my  former  patients,  and  they  sent  me  the  following- 
letters  • 

Glasgow,  October  9th,  1848. 

Respected  Sir, — I  received  yours  of  the  6th  inst.,  and  am 
happy  to  know  that  you  are  succeeding  in  your  treatment  of  the 
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deaf  and  dumb.  My  daughter  Margaret’s  hearing  and  speech  con¬ 
tinued  to  improve  from  the  time  she  was  under  your  care,  until 
the  time  of  her  death,  which  occurred  eighteen  months  since.  If 
there  is  any  other  information  me  or 'my  family  can  give,  we  will  be 
glad  to  send  it  to  you. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  MUIR. 

Dr.  Turnbull.  - 


60,  St.  Yincent-street,  Glasgow,  October  9th,  1848. 

My  Dear  Sir, — Your  note  of  the  6th  inst.  reached  me  on 
Friday  evening,  and  in  reply  to  your  request  to  me  to  call  on  Jane 
Wilkie  and  her  mother,  and  obtain  a  faithful  report  concerning  the 
state  of  the  former,  who  was  under  your  treatment  about  eight  years 
ago,  being  then  deaf  and  dumb,  I  called  on  Saturday  afternoon 
along  with  my  friend,  Mr.  Wylie,  and  had  the  good  luck  to  find 
Jane  Wilkie’s  mother,  who  arrived  that  day  from  Dumbartonshire 
(where  she  and  her  daughter  Jane  are  residing  now),  on  a  visit  to  a 
sister  of  hers,  who  keeps  a  shop  in  the  locality  we  formerly  visited 
her  at.  I  first  inquired  of  her  how  her  daughter  Jane  was  now, 
and  if  she  could  hear  and  speak  as  well  as  other  folk  ?  Her  reply 
was  that  her  hearing  was  perfect,  and  that  she  could  read  and 
converse  quite  fluently ;  and  further  that  the  good  effect  of  your 
treatment  of  her  as  a  deaf  and  dumb  patient,  about  eight  years  ago. 
which  was  completely  successful,  has  never  given  way  in  the  least. 
Jane  is  now  about  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  is  working  at  Messrs. 
Scott  and  Black’s  print  works,  on  the  water  of  Leven,  Dumbarton¬ 
shire.  On  further  questioning  her  mother  about  her,  I  elicited  that 
when  she  catches  cold  her  hearing  is  somewhat  affected,  yet  in  a 
slight  degree,  and  disappears  with  the  cold ;  also,  that  in  both  her 
speaking  and  reading  a  stranger  can  understand  her  quite  well. 
Her  mother  quaintly  adds  that  she  is  not  quite  so  glib  in  the  tongue 
as  she  w'ould  have  been  had  she  had  hearing  when  born.  Still  she 
is  quite  easily  understood,  and  pronounces  her  words  correctly,  so 
that  you  would  perceive  little  or  no  difference  betwixt  her  and  any 
other  who  had  never  been  in  her  unfortunate  state.  I  again 
questioned  her  particularly  about  the  certainty  of  her  daughter 
having  been  quite  deaf  and  dumb  up  to  the  time  she  was  put  under 
your  treatment.  Her  reply  was,  that  she  teas  quite  certain  they 
never  could  perceive  the  slightest  symptom  of  hearing  about  her. 
Any  one  who  is  still  sceptical  about  this  interesting  case  could 
satisfy  themselves  by  writing  to  Scott  and  Black  about  the  girl. 
Her  mother  says  that  you  will  not  see  many  smarter -looking  girls 
anywhere.  I  have  written  the  above  as  the  conversation  occurred, 
hoping  it  may  be  sufficiently  plain  ;  and  with  best  wishes  for  your 
welfare  and  that  of  your  family,  to  whom  I  beg  to  be  kindly 
remembered,— I  remain,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  very  truly, 

ROBERT  LOCKHART. 


Dr.  Turnbull. 


Templetonburn,  Kilmarnock,  Oct.  10th,  1848. 
My  Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  advise  you  that  my  daughter,  Mary 
Wilson,  continues  in  her  hearing  much  the  same  as  when  she  left 
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you  at  Glasgow,  and  her  speech  is  good ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that 
for  the  last  three  years  she  has  been  in  bad  health. 

I  am  truly  grateful  for  your  kindness,  and  the  great  benefit  my 
daughter  Mary  has  received,  very  thankful. 

I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  respectfully, 

(Signed)  JAMES  WILSON. 

Dr.  A.  Turnbull. 


ABERDEEN  CASES. 


In  Aberdeen  and  Edinburgh  I  applied  my  reme¬ 
dies  privately,  and  to  a  few  cases  only,  and  no  mention 
of  them  was  made  in  the  public  prints.  The  docu¬ 
ments  as  to  these  cases  are  all  personal  certificates,  and 
I  have  abstained  until  now  from  giving  them  the  least 
publicity,  although  bearing  distinct  and  flattering  tes¬ 
timony  to  the  cures  effected,  because  of  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  prejudice  which  filled  the  public  mind  at  the 
time  in  reference  to  my  endeavours,  and  also  because 
I  was  desirous  of  waiting  the  lapse  of  several  years  to 
testify  whether  the  removal  of  the  congenital  deafness 
would  be  permanent. 

Regent  Quay,  Aberdeen,  Sept.  4th,  1841. 

Sik, — I  hereby  testify  that  I  have  had  four  children  deaf  and 
dumb,  but  whether  born  so  or  not  I  do  not  know.  Their  names 
are  James,  Margaret,  Elspet,  and  Robert  Stirling.  Margaret  has 
attended  you  for  one  month,  and  Robert  for  a  fortnight.  I  hereby 
testify  that  they  hear  very  well,  and  are  learning  to  speak. 

GEORGE  STIRLING. 

Dr.  Turnbull. 


Aberdeen,  7th  Sept.,  1841. 

I  hereby  certify  that  Margaret  Stirling,  sempstress,  now  about 
22  years  of  age,  has  been  known  to  me  for  many  years,  and  that  in 
the  estimation  of  myself  and  others  she  was,  from  infancy,  both 
deaf  and  dumb.  I  have  understood  from  her  that  she  could  observe 
great  sounds,  such  as  the  ringing  of  the  church  bells  when  near, 
the  loud  rapping  of  doors,  &c.  ;  that  on  hearing  of  Dr.  Turnbull’s 
success  with  such  cases  as  hers,  I  recommended  her  to  consult  that 
gentleman,  and  was  present  when  he  first  treated  her  on  that 
occasion.  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  find,  in  a  few  minutes 
after  the  first  application,  that  he  not  only  had  effected  a  great 
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change  for  the  better  in  her  hearing,  but  caused  her  to  articulate 
various  sounds  and  words  in  imitation  of  him,  which 'she  had,  as  far 
as  I  know,  never  been  capable  of  doing  before.  This  took  place  a 
month  ago,  since  which  time  I  have  seen  the  young  woman  fre¬ 
quently,  and  find  she  continues  to  hear  wonderfully  well,  and  to 
improve  in  speaking. 


To  Dr.  Turnbull. 


W.  ALLARDYCE. 


King’s  College,  Aberdeen,  Sept.  8th,  1841. 

In  reference  to  the  certificate  of  Mr.  Allardyce,  whom  I  intro¬ 
duced  to  Dr.  Turnbull,  I  certify  that  I  saw  Margaret  Stirling  on  the 
day  after  the  application  to  her  ears  by  Dr.  Turnbull  of  his  remedy, 
and  was  quite  satisfied  that  she  heard  distinctly  all  that  was  said  f 
to  her  by  Dr.  Turnbull,  myself,  and  others.  I  have  seen  her  fre¬ 
quently  since,  and  her  hearing  continues  equally  good  after  the 
lapse  of  a  month.  She  has  improved  considerably  in  speaking,  to 
do  which  perfectly  seems  only  to  require  practice  and  attention. 

PAT.  FORBES,  D.D.,  Prof,  of  Humanity,  &c. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull. 


Aberdeen,  10th  September,  1841. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  your  success  in 
giving  to  the  deaf  the  sense  of  hearing,  and  particularly  with 
respect  to  your  treatment  of  Robert  Stirling,  who  was  born  deaf 
and  dumb,  and  whose  hearing  is  now  nearly  natural.  I  think 
much  praise  is  due  to  you  for  your  kind,  zealous,  and  gratuitous 
services  to  the  poorer  part  of  the  community  in  this  city. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

ALEXR.  FRAZER,  A.M., 

Lecturer  on  Midwifery  and  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Aberdeen 
General  Dispensary  Lying-in  Institution. 

To  Alexander  Turnbull,  Esq.,  M.D.,  London. 


Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Aberdeen,  17th  Sep.,  1841. 

Sophia  Robertson,  aged  sixteen  years,  of  Peterhead,  became  deaf 
by  fever  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  a-half,  since  which  time  she  lost 
her  speech.  She  has  been  a  pupil  in  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institu¬ 
tion  of  Aberdeen  for  five  years.  She  retained  a  slight  degree  of 
hearing,  but  incapable  of  holding  any  communication  through  the 
medium  of  the  ear ;  but  she  can  now  hear  a  watch  at  twenty  feet, 
and  begins  to  speak  and  repeat  what  is  said  to  her,  when  she  does 
not  see  the  person  who  speaks  to  her ;  proving  the  correctness  of 
her  hearing.  She  can  hear  the  house-door  bell  when  rung  on  the 
third  floor.  I  am  happy  to  testify  to  the  correctness  of  the  above 
statement,  and  sincerely  wish  you  much  satisfaction  in  the  discovery. 

MATTHEW  ROBERT  BURNS, 

Master  of  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Aberdeen. 

I  can  also  bear  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the  above  account. 

RACHAEL  M.  BURNS,  Matron. 


Dr.  Turnbull. 
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Waterside  of  Thornton,  September  6,  1841. 

Dear  Sir, — Our  friends  returned  on  Saturday  night ;  and,  as 
you  may  well  suppose,  it  was  a  pleasant  sight  when  they  made 
their  appearance.  The  attention  which  you  have  shown  to  them  is 
quite  astonishing.  Often  is  your  name  mentioned  by  my  sisters 
and  brothers  with  feelings  of  the  warmest  gratitude.  But  your 
disinterested  and  unremitted  kindness  surprised  us  more  than  any¬ 
thing  ;  and  we  even  cannot  think  of  your  gratuitous  services 
without  feelings  of  shame  at  having  put  you  to  so  much  expense 
and  trouble.  The  Lord  of  every  blessing  reward  you  sevenfold. 

The  change  which  you  have  been  the  means  of  effecting  on  the 
hearing  of  my  sisters  and  brother  is  great,  and  at  once  easily  dis- 
„  cernecl.  The  neighbours  who  have  already  visited  us  are  astonished 
at  the  change.  Such  have  come  prejudiced  and  faithless  ;  but 
have  not  departed,  after  seeing,  and  trying  them,  without  being 
convinced  and  satisfied  that  a  great  change  has  been  wrought. 
This  is  one  clear  proof  that  good  has  been  done.  I  shall  now  state 
my  own  opinion  concerning  them.  Before  Jane  came  to  you  we 
might  have  called  a  whole  day  behind  her  back  to  no  purpose,  but 
now  she  hears  my  watch,  uneasecl,  about  a  foot  from  her  right 
ear  ! !  Yesterday  she  complained  that  the  singing  was  disagree¬ 
able  ;  and,  although  she  was  sitting  behind  me  when  preaching, 
she  informed  Helen,  on  the  way  to  the  Waterside,  that  she  heard 
me  distinctly  say  Home.  To  day  she  complains  that  the  noise  of 
her  loom  hurts  her  head.  Mary  hears  almost  as  well  as  myself, 
and  much  better  than  William.  When  we  speak  to  her  she 
appears  very  stupid,  as  she  knows  not  what  we  say,  with  the 
exception  of  a  very  few  expressions.  She  is  in  the  same  situation 
as  a  child  first  beginning  to  speak.  By  watchful  and  persevering 
care  she  will  rapidly  improve,  and  surely  we  will  esteem  it  a  privi¬ 
lege  to  advance  her  improvement.  William  has  been  much  bene¬ 
fited  by  your  second  application,  and  he  appears  to  greater  advan¬ 
tage  than  Mary,  as  he  is  better  acquainted  with  our  language.  He 
can  now  understand  what  we  say  (without  his  trumpet)  in  our 
ordinary  conversation ;  indeed,  he  cannot  use  his  trumpet  now,  as 
the  sound  it  conveys  is  too  strong.  I  Avould  be  surprised  to  hear 
that  one  should  attempt  to  disaffect  the  minds  of  the  public  in 
reference  to  your  skilful,  and,  in  many  cases,  successful  experi¬ 
ments.  Long  and  extensively  useful  may  you  be  in  benefiting  a 
very  interesting — and  comparatively  helpless — class  of  the  com¬ 
munity  ;  and  deep-rooted  and  criminal  must  that  self-interest 
be  which  would  show  itself  in  refuting  or  opposing  your  most 
laudable  exertions.  We  as  a  family  are  much  indebted  to  you  for. 
your  unremitting  and  great  attention ;  and  be  assured  it  is  the 
unfeigned  desire  of  each  member  that  heaven’s  best  and  richest 
blessings  may  rest  upon  you  and  yours.  Were  it  not  to  put  you 
to  too  much  trouble  I  should  like  to  hear  from  you.  With  best . 
wishes  for  your  temporal  and  eternal  welfare, 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

D.  MOIR. 


To  Dr.  Turnbull. 
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Waterside  of  Thornton,  18th  Sept.,  1841. 

Dear  Sir,— I  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  30th  ult.  this 
morning.  Its  news  is  quite  astonishing  and  refreshing.  Surely  it 
becomes  us  to  bow  in  adoring  gratitude  at  the  footstool  of  the  Most 
High ;  and  for  your  marked  attention  and  solicitude  towards  my 
sisters  and  brother,  we  are  under  the-  deepest  obligations.  Your 
name  to  us  will  ever  be  associated  with  the  most  delightful  recol¬ 
lections.  d  he  statement  which  you  wish  I  give  with  the  greatest 
pleasure. 

13th  November,  1811,  Jane  was  born,  and  was  never  known  to 
hear.  A  loud  peal  of  thunder,  or  the  report  of  a  gun  at  no  great 
distance,  were  the  only  sounds  that  affected  her. 

18th  April,  1819,  Mary  was  born,  and  when  an  infant,  it  is  sup-« 
posed  she  could  hear ;  but  during  her  infancy  she  fell  out  of  the  ™ 
nurse  s  arms,  and  from  that  period  until  she  was  brought  to  you,  we 
required  to  bawl  at  the  full  stretch  of  our  voices  before  she  gave 
any  evidence  that  she  heard,  and  to  be  informed  that  she  now  hears 
your  watch  fifteen  feet  off,  with  both  ears,  is  truly  delightful. 

1st  Feb.,  1821,  William  was  born,  and  with  the  right  ear  he 
could  always  hear  pretty  well,  but  he  required  a  trumpet  and  a  loud 
voice  before  he  could  be  benefited  by  conversation.  After  your 
first  application,  he  could  hear  better  without  than  with  his  trumpet. 

Of  my  mother’s  relations,  there  were  two  brothers  and  three  sisters 
entirely  deaf  and  dumb.  The  above  statement  is  also  corrobo¬ 
rated  by  my  father.  In  the  meantime  we  are,  yours  faithfully, 

DAVID  MOIR,  Sen. 

D.  MOIR,  J un. 

To  A.  Turnbull,  Esq.,  M.D. 


Waterside  of  Thornton,  November  23,  1841. 

&IR, — I  with  pleasure  write  a  few  lines  to  you,  to  let  you  know 
that  I  am  still  improving  in  hearing  since  I  left  you  in  Aberdeen. 
I  have  never  used  my  trumpet  since  that  time  ;  I  hope  I  will  never 
need  it  again.  My  left  ear  is  dull  yet,  but  my  right  one  is  much 
improved.  We  received  the  medicine  that  you  sent,  for  which  we 
are  much  obliged  to  you.  I  remain,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

WILLIAM  MOIR. 

Dr.  Turnbull. 


Waterside  of  Thornton,  November  23,  1841. 

Sir, — I  am  truly  thankful  to  God  that  he  sent  you  to  Aberdeen, 
and  that  I  went  to  you  there  ;  before  that  I  heard  none,  but, 
thanks  be  to  him,  I  now  hear  a  little,  and  by  the  use  of  your 
medicine  I  am  still  improving.  May  the  Lord  reward  you  for 
your  disinterested  kindness  to  me.  My  sister  and  brother  send 
their  best  and  sincere  wishes  to  you.  Your  well-wisher, 

JEAN  MOIR. 


Laurencekirk,  November  24,  1841. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  duly  received  yours  of  the  6th,  along  with 
the  bottle  of  embrocation.  You  know  that  we  are  in  some  degree 


30 


sensible  of  your  marked  and  unremitting  attention.  The  desire  of 
every  member  of  the  family  is,  that  you  and  yours  may  be  re¬ 
warded  with  better  blessings  than  earth  can  bestow.  Accept  of 
our  warmest  expressions  of  gratitude.  From  the  foregoing  notes 
you  will  see  the  present  state  of  matters  with  William  and  Jane. 
Mary  refused  to  write,  as  she  cannot  make  so  good  penmanship  as 
her  eldest  sister.  It  gives  me  much  pleasure,  however,  that  I  can 
state  that  Mary  is  also  continuing  to  improve.  She  seems  very 
happy,  poor  thing  !  that  she  has  been  so  much  benefited.  She  is 
not  advancing  so  rapidly  in  speaking  as  one  would  have  been  led 
to  anticipate  ;  but  this,  in  a  great  measure,  must  be  attributed  to 
the  want  of  regular  tuition.  Some  time  ago  I  left  the  Burnside 
and  came  to  the  village,  that  I  might  be  nearer  my  sphere  of 
labour,  but  on  my  sisters’  account — and  especially  on  Mary’s — I 
was  sorry  at  the  removal.  I  endeavour,  when  I  see  my  friends, 
to  impress  upon  them  the  necessity  of  continued  and  persevering 
exertions.  I  should  like  to  know  how  long  your  stay  is  yet  to  be 
in  the  capital.  Would  it  be  advisable  to  do  anything  more  with 
Jane.  To  neglect  a  duty  is  as  criminal  as  the  commission  of  sin. 
A  note  at  your  convenience  will  much  oblige.  Accept  of  my  best 
wishes. — I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  affectionately, 

D.  MOIR. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull. 


2,  Union-place,  Aberdeen,  17th  September,  1841. 

My  Dear  Sir, — It  gives  me  pleasure  to  record  my  deliberate 
conviction  that  your  remedy  and  plan  of  treatment  in  the  case  of 
those  born  deaf,  is  most  efficacious  in  awakening  the  dormant  sense 
of  hearing,  the  cure,  in  such  cases,  as  I  have  seen  and  had  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  watching,  being  perfect  and  permanent. 

After  repeated  examinations  of  many  of  the  objects  of  your  care, 
previous  to  anything  being  done ,  I  have  satisfied  myself  that  they 
were  both  deaf  and  dumb.  I  have  witnessed  the  application  of  your 
remedy  to  the  ears,  and  bear  testimony  to  their  having,  in  my  own 
presence,  obtained  the  sense  of  hearing ,  and  by  my  own  tuition ,  in  a 
few  minutes  after,  acquired  the  power  of  speech,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
imitate  any  and  every  sound. 

From  among  ten  or  twelve  cases,  I  select  five,  whose  names  I 
have  pencilled  down. 

Mary  Moir,  aged  twenty-two,  from  Waterside  of  Thornton,  near 
Laurencekirk, ‘born  deaf.  Hearing  recovered  perfectly. 

Margaret  Stirling,  aged  twenty-two,  and  Robert  Stirling,  aged 
seventeen,  her  brother,  children  of  George  Stirling,  Quay,  Aber¬ 
deen.  Both  deaf  from  birth,  and  both  dumb.  Recovery  perfect. 

Sophia  Robertson,  from  the  Aberdeen  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution, 
Aberdeen.  Cure  most  complete. 

John  Scott,  aged  about  twenty-four,  from  Dufftown,  born  deaf, 
and  quite  dumb,  although  he  had  acquired  the  art  of  writing.  Cured 
perfectly  in  a  few  minutes. 

All  the  above  cases  I  have  watched  most  narrowly.  Their 
hearing  is  as  acute  as  that  of  any  healthy  person,  whose  organ  has 
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been  in  perfect  exercise  since  birth ;  and  no  falling  back  has  hap¬ 
pened  in  either  of  these  cases  since  the  first  moment  of  their  cure. 
I  have  only  further  to  add  that  your  zeal  and  success  in  this  branch 
of  your  profession  is  only  equalled  by  your  liberality  and  disin¬ 
terestedness,  all  of  which  I  have  both  witnessed  and  admired. 

You  are  free  to  use  this  letter  as  you  jnay  think  proper. 

With  best  wishes,  believe  me,  my  dear  Sir, 

Very  faithfully  yours, 
WILLIAM  KEITH,  M.D., 

Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Aberdeen. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull. 


Aberdeen,  September  17,  1841. 


My  Dear  Sir, — Having  enjoyed  numerous  opportunities  of 
•witnessing  your  practice  on  the  deaf  and  dumb,  during  your  stay 
here,  it  gives  me  sincere  pleasure  to  bear  my  humble  testimony  to 
its  undeniable  efficacy. 

On  the  26th  ult.,  Robert  Stirling,  aged  seventeen  years,  was  exa¬ 
mined  by  several  other  medical  men,  and  by  myself,  prior  to  the 
application  of  your  remedy,  when  we  were  quite  satisfied  that  he  was 
deaf  and  dumb — I  believe  he  was  congenitally  so.  You  simply 
poured  into  his  ears  a  small  quantity  of  a  liquid,  whisked  it  for  a  few 
seconds  with  a  chamois  leather,  and  then  introduced  a  small  dossel 
of  cotton  into  each  ear,  the  whole  process  occupying  about  one 
minute  and  a  half,  and  producing  no  apparent  uneasiness  ;  after  the 
lapse  of  fifteen  minutes,  during  which  time  he  was  in  our  presence, 
the  cotton  was  taken  from  his  ears,  when  he  distinctly  heard  sounds 
•uttered  in  a  tone  little  above  that  of  ordinary  conversation,  and 
heard  the  beating  of  a  watch  held  at  a  considerable  distance  from 
his  ears.  I  have  since  narrowly  watched  the  progress  of  his  case, 
and  although  your  remedy  has  been  but  once  repeated,  he  can  now 
respond  to  the  sounds  of  the  voice  spoken  in  a  low  tone,  having  his 
face  directed  from  the  speaker,  and  can  hear  a  watch  beating  at  the 
distance  of  upwards  of  twenty-two  feet. 

The  case  of  J.  Scott,  aged  twenty-four,  from  Dufftown,  and  that 
of  Mary  Moir,  aged  twenty-two,  from  near  Laurencekirk,  also  par¬ 
ticularly  attracted  my  attention,  both  being  perfect  cures. 

I  shall  take  leave  to  add  only  that  I  am  certain  the  mosf  sceptic 
must  be  convinced,  by  having  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  your 
treatment  of  the  deaf  and  dumb. 

Wishing  that  you  may  live  long  to  enjoy  that  reputation  which 
your  useful  and  striking  discovery  so  well  entitles  you  to, 

I  remain,  my  dear  Sir,  very  faithfully  yours, 

W.  C.  FOWLER,  Surgeon, 

Lecturer  on  Medical  Jurisprudence  to  the  University  of 
King’s  College,  Aberdeen. 

P.’S. — You  are  quite  at  liberty  to  make  any  use  of  this,  if  you 
think  it  can  serve  you. — W.  C.  F. 

Dr.  Turnbull.  - - 

Aberdeen,  September  11th,  1841. 


Dear  Sir, — It  gives  me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
efficacy  of  your  treatment  in  the  two  following  cases  : — Mary  Moir, 
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daughter  of  David  Moir,  Waterside  of  Thornton,  Laurencekirk, 
represented  to  be  born  deaf  and  dumb,  was  able,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  minutes  after  you  put  a  liquid  into  her  ears,  to  hear  the  ticking 
of  a  watch,  and  to  repeat  words  of  one  or  two  syllables,  spoken  in 
an  audible  voice.  The  last  time  I  saw  her  she  could  hear  the 
ticking  of  a  wratch  held  at  the  distance  of  twenty-two  feet  from  the 
ear.  The  other,  Robert  Stirling,  residing  in  Aberdeen,  also  deaf 
and  dumb,  was  examined  by  myself  and  several  other  medical  men, 
on  Thursday  the  26th  ult.,  before  you  applied  your  remedy,  and 
suffice  to  say  that  with  two  applications,  both  of  which  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  my  presence,  he  can  now  hear  and  speak  at  a  distance 
fully  equal  to  the  former  case,  either  with  his  back  to  the  speaker, 
or  with  his  eyes  blindfolded.  I  might  have  named  several  deaf 
persons  whom  you  have  restored  to  hearing  in  this  place,  but  not 
having  been  an  eye  witness  to  the  means  which  you  have  adopted 
throughout  the  treatment,  I  have  therefore  confined  myself  to  those 
already  mentioned.  Sincerely  washing  you  continued  success  in 
relieving  the  sufferings  of  so  interesting  a  class, 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully  and  truly, 

GEORGE  RAINY, 

Surgeon  to  the  Aberdeen  Ophthalmic  and  Auric  Institution. 

Dr.  Turnbull. 


King’s  College,  Aberdeen,  Sept.,  1841. 

Dear  Sir, — It  gives  me  pleasure  to  testify,  as  I  conscientiously 
do,  to  the  efficacy  of  the  remedies  which  you  are  in  the  habit  of 
applying  in  cases  of  defective  hearing,  sight,  &c.  A  member  of 
this  family  benefited  by  them  greatly  at  the  time  of  our  first  meet¬ 
ing  in  Edinburgh,  May  last. 

At  my  suggestion  and  request  you  consented  to  visit  Aberdeen, 
and  here  I  have  witnessed  the  wonderful  result  of  hearing  being 
conferred  on  persons  deaf  and  dumb  from  birth. 

I  have  also  had  occular  demonstration  that  the  means  employed 
by  you  effect  considerable  improvement  on  defective  vision.  I 
speak  only  of  what  I  have  seen  and  tested,  but  there  is  not  wanting 
from  other  quarters  sufficient  evidence  of  the  surpassing  effects 
produced  by  those  agents  which  you  have  brought  beneficially  to 
bear  upon  various  painful  and  distressing  disorders  of  the  human 
frame. 

I  hope  and  trust  that  you  will  continue  your  present  meritorious 
and  highly  interesting  train  of  experiments,  for  the  advancement  of 
medical  science  and  the  benefit  of  our  race  ;  and  wishing  you  all 
success  in  your  benevolent  exertions, 

I  remain,  with  much  esteem,  my  dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  JACK, 

Dr.  Turnbull.  Principal  of  King’s  College. 


King’s  College,  Aberdeen,  September  13,  1841. 
Dear  Sir, — Having  been  informed  that  you  are  about  to  leave 
this  place,  I  willingly  take  occasion  to  acknowledge  your  kindness 
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in  favouring  me  with  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  several  cases  of 
deafness  which  have  been  under  your  care.  The  rapidity  with 
which  your  remedies  restored  the  organs  of  hearing  to  the  exercise 
of  their  proper  functions,  was  to  me  not  more  striking  and  satis¬ 
factory  than  those  attempts  which  your  patients  made  to  imitate  the 
simple  sounds  with  which  you  and  others  exercised  them  in  the 
first  instance,  and  the  progress  which  they  afterwards  made  in  the 
practice  of  their  newly- acquired  speech.  I  trust  that  you  will  long 
be  spared  to  proceed  in  your  benevolent  exertions,  and  that,  at  no 
remote  period,  examples  of  deaf  and  dumb  persons  will  be  limited 
to  those  cases  of  mal-conformation  which  are  alike  beyond  reach  of 
medicine  and  the  skilful.  With  renewed  wishes  for  your  continued 
success  and  encouragement, 

I  remain,  dear  Sir,  very  faithfully  yours, 

JOHN  FLEMING,  D.B., 

Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy. 

Dr.  Turnbull.  - - 

In  October  last  (1848)  I  received  the  following  let¬ 
ters  respecting  the  permanency  of  the  cures : — 

162,  Gallowgate,  Aberdeen,  10th  Oet.,  1848. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  yours  of  the  6th  inst.,  and  am 
sorry  to  inform  you  that  Margaret  died  about  two  years  ago.  She 
continued  to  hear  and  speak  till  she  was  cut  off  by  consumption. 
Robert  has  lost  some  of  his  hearing,  but  I  must  say  that  I  do 
believe  it  is  his  own  blame,  in  not  following  out  your  directions,  as 
he  ought  to  have  done ;  and  had  he  been  as  long  under  your  care 
as  his  sister,  I  do  think  he  would  have  found  the  same  results. 

My  eyes  are  still  keeping  good,  but  I  have  need  of  my  hearing 
being  renovated,  if  I  were  near  you.  Wishing  you  great  success  in 
your  undertakings, 

I  remain,  my  dear  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  STIRLING,  Sen. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull. 


Waterside  of  Thornton,  Laurencekirk,  Kincardineshire, 
Scotland,  Oct.  17th,  1848. 

My  much  esteemed  Sir, — I  this  day  received  your  kind  note 
of  the  14th  inst.  I  am  truly  thankful  to  God  that  I  am  enabled  to 
say  that  my  son,  William,  and  daughter,  Mary,  are  continuing  to 
improve  in  hearing  and  speech  since  under  your  care  in  Aberdeen, 
seven  years  past  last  summer.  They  are  both  come  of  age ;  are 
still  under  my  parental  care.  While  the  family  are  engaged  at 
worship,  they  take  their  turn  in  reading. 

I  am,  my  very  much  esteemed  Sir,  yours  truly, 

DAVID  MOIR. 

P.S. — Dr.  Turnbull  is  a  melodious  sound  in  my  family. — D.  M. 
Dr.  Turnbull. 

Respected  Sir, — I  wish  I  had  been  another  week  or  two  under 
your  care  when  in  Aberdeen.  I  still  hear  the  tick  of  my  watch, 
without  opening  it.  I  often  hear  ministers  preach  distinctly,  and 
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often  write  the  particulars  of  their  sermons.  Before  I  came  under 
your  care,  I  could  not  do  any  of  these. 

I  am,  respected  Sir,  yours  truly, 

WM.  MOIR. 


8,  Belgrave-street,  Argyle-square,  New-road, 

London,  10th  Oct.,  1848. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  duly  received  yours  of  the  14th  inst.,  and 
however  much  opposition  may  be  raised  by  the  public  through  their 
ignorance  in  the  successful  efforts  you  have  made  to  restore  to 
hearing,  I  can  bear  a  faithful  testimony  in  the  case  of  Sophia 
Robertson’s  partial  restoration  to  hearing.  You  know  she  was  not 
born  deaf  and  dumb ;  nevertheless  you  found  her  only  sensible  of 
loud  noises  ;  but  after  your  efforts  upon  her,  to  all  our  astonish¬ 
ment,  she  could  hear  the  clock  strike,  the  church-bell  ringing ;  also 
she  could  hear  and  attend  to  Miss  Burns’s  bell,  three  floors  from  her, 
at  the  Aberdeen  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution,  August  1841,  which 
latter  acquisition  made  her  quite  available  as  a  domestic  servant  in 
the  house.  As  to  permanency,  she  continued  with  us  for  twelve- 
months,  enjoying  this  newly-acquired  sense  of  hearing  with  undi¬ 
minished  power.  She  expressed  herself  peculiarly  enlivened  by  it. 
For  myself,  I  consider  deafness  to  be  the  sternest  affliction  visited  upon 
an  intellectual  creature ;  and  he  is  a  merciful  man  whom  the  Lord 
inspires  in  any  measure  to  send  us  relief.  May  you  stand  like  a 
flint  against  an  unthinking  public  !  I  am  assured  the  position  of 
the  deaf  and  dumb  has  been  less  the  subject  of  man’s  research  than 
any  other  in  the  whole  range  of  his  investigation. 

I  remain,  my  dear  Sir,  vours  very  sincerely. 

Dr.  Turnbull.  MATTW.  ROBT.  BURNS. 


Dufftown,  12th  October,  1848. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  have  great  pleasure  in  receiving  your  letter 
and  the  Leeds  Mercury  paper  from  you  on  Sunday  last.  I  am  very 
happy  to  read  on  them. 

My  ears  are  hearing  in  good,  and  I  could  understand  to  speak, 
and  talking  is  sound ;  are  well  for  long. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  very  obedient  obliged, 

JOHN  SCOTT. 

Dr.  Turnbull. 


EDINBURGH  CASES. 

While  practising  the  remedies  in  Edinburgh  in  a 
few  cases,  I  equally  avoided  publicity  as  in  Aberdeen, 
and  the  testimonies  I  now  publish,  of  the  date  of  1841, 
have  never  before  seen  the  light : — 

Edinburgh,  Nov.  8th,  1841. 

Sir,— We  hereby  certify  that  our  daughter,  Mary  Macpherson, 
was  deaf  and  dumb,  but  whether  she  was  born  so  or  not  we  do  not 
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know.  She  was  sent  to  Dr.  Turnbull  last  April,  and  remained 
under  his  care  for  the  space  of  two  months,  for  the  purpose  of  curing 
her  deafness  and  dumbness.  We  have  the  happiness  to  state  that 
she  can  both  hear  and  speak  when  spoken  to  in  a  moderate  tone  of 
voice,  with  her  back  to  the  speaker,  very  well  indeed.  We  also 
have  to  state,  that  she  was  under  the  care  of  a  great  many  medical 
gentlemen,  all  of  whom  gave  no  hopes. 

Now,  Sir,  for  your  kindness  towards  our  daughter,  be  pleased  to 
accept  the  prayers  of 

DUNCAN  MACPHERSON. 
JANET  MACPHERSON. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull. 

Edinburgh,  5th  November,  1841. 

Sin, — We  hereby  certify  that  our  daughter,  Margaret  Leishman, 
aged  ten  years,  was  deaf  and  dumb,  but  whether  born  deaf  and 
dumb  we  do  not  know.  She  was  sent  to  London  in  the  month  of 
June,  1840,  to  consult  Dr.  Turnbull  as  to  her  deafness  and  dumbness, 
and  she  remained  for  three  weeks  under  the  medical  care  of  Dr. 
Turnbull.  We  have  also  to  state,  that  our  daughter  attended  Dr. 
Turnbull  while  in  Edinburgh  last  April,  1841,  for  two  months. 
We  have  also  to  state,  that  our  daughter  has  not  been  under  Dr. 
Turnbull’s  care  since  last  June,  or  any  other  medical  gentleman. 
We  have  the  happiness  to  state  that  she  both  hears  and  speaks 
when  spoken  to,  with  her  eyes  shut,  or  her  back  to  the  speaker. 
We  have  also  to  state,  that  our  daughter  suffered  very  much  before 
she  was  sent  to  Dr.  Turnbull,  from  ulcers  in  one  of  her  ears ;  we 
are  happy  to  state  that  the  ulcer  has  never  formed  in  her  ear  since 
she  left  London.  We  have  also  to  state,  that  our  daughter  has 
been  at  the  deaf  and  dumb  day-school  about  four  years  and  a  half. 

Now,  my  dear  Sir,  we  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  very  grateful 
servants, 

JAMES  LEISHMAN. 
JANET  LEISHMAN. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull. 


18,  St.  John  Street,  Edinburgh,  8th  October,  1841 
I,  Alexander  Drysdale,  teacher  of  the  day-school  for  deaf  and 
dumb  in  Edinburgh,  do  hereby  certify  that  Robert  Batchelor,  aged 
eleven  years,  from  Dundee,  Mary  Macpherson,  aged  eleven  years,  and 
Margaret  Leishman,  aged  ten  years,  both  of  Edinburgh,  pupils  under 
my  care,  were,  in  the  month  of  April  in  the  present  year,  1841, 
placed  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Turnbull,  aurist,  from  London,  for  the 
purpose  of  endeavouring  to  cure  them  of  deafness — that  they  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  treated  by  Dr.  Turnbull  for  a  period  of  two  months — 
that  as  far  as  I  am  in  a  situation  to  know,  being  myself  deaf  and 
dumb,  and  from  the  report  of  others  to  me,  the  whole  of  these  pupils 
have  had  their  hearing  considerably  improved  from  the  means  used 
by  Dr.  Turnbull,  and  that  the  whole  of  them  can  hear  sounds  pretty 
distinctly,  and  as  well  as  repeat,  some  better  than  others,  words  and 
sentences  spoken  to  them  by  others. 

I  do  also  certify,  that  Robert  Batchelor  has  been  at  school  about 
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four  years,  Mary  Macpherson  about  three  years  and  three  months, 
and  Margaret  Leishman  about  four  years  and  a  half. 

From  the  gentlemanly  deportment  of  Dr.  Turnbull  towards  my¬ 
self  and  others,  with  whom  I  have  conversed,  added  to  his  disin¬ 
terested  motives,  shown  in  many  instances,  towards  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  I  feel  -myself  called  upon  to  bear  witness  to  his  truly  philan¬ 
thropic  disposition,  and  to  consider  him  a  gentleman  whose  chief 
aim  is  to  be  the  means  of  alleviating,  if  possible,  and  of  eradicating 
the  unfortunate  defects  under  which  the  deaf  and  dumb  labour. 

ALEX,  DRYSDALE. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull. 


My  Dear  Sir, — I  think  it  my  duty  to  comply  with  your  request, 
and  to  state  what  has  fallen  under  my  observation  of  your  treatment 
of  the  deaf  and  dumb.  I  was  not  fortunate  enough  to  see  the 
interesting  experiment  of  the  application  of  your  remedy  ;  but  on 
Sunday  last  I  saw  in  your  house  three  of  the  children  whom  you 
had  treated  in  April  and  May  last,  and  who  have  since  that  time 
remained  in  the  Institution  in  which  you  found  them,  without 
further  treatment. 

The  names  of  the  children  are  Robert  Batchelor,  aged  eleven,  Mary 
Macpherson,  aged  eleven,  and  Margaret  Leishman,  aged  ten.  They 
are  the  same  whose  names  occur  in  Mr.  Drysdale’s  letter,  and  they 
were  accompanied  by  that  gentleman  (the  teacher  of  the  Institution, 
himself  deaf  and  dumb)  and  his  brother.  I  was  equally  astonished 
and  delighted  to  find  that  the  children  possessed  very  acute  hearing 
— in  my  opinion,  more  acute  than  that  of  most  adults.  They 
heard  the  ticking  of  a  watch  at  distances  from  twelve  to  eighteen 
feet,  and  they  both  heard  and  imitated  all  manner  of  sounds,  both 
with  their  backs  to  the  speaker  and  with  their  eyes  bandaged. 
Their  imitations  were  wonderfully  good  considering  that  they  have 
remained  among  the  deaf  and  dumb  since  their  hearing  was 
restored.  I  am  convinced,  from  the  experiments  I  myself  made, 
as  well  as  those  I  heard  made  by  others,  that  these  children  might 
be  taught  to  speak  well  in  a  very  short  time. 

It  is  weir  known  that  such  cases  have  hitherto  been  considered 
hopeless,  and  I  consider  that  you  have  established  a  claim  to  the 
gratitude  of  mankind  by  your  discovery  of  the  mode  of  cure,  the 
effects  of  which  I  have  witnessed.  The  doubts  which  have  been 
expressed  (obviously  without  experimental  grounds)  of  the  per¬ 
manence  of  your  cures,  must  be  in  a  great  measure  dissipated  by 
the  state  of  the  individuals  above-mentioned  six  months  after  treat¬ 
ment.  I  wish  you  all  possible  success  in  the  prosecution  of  your 
experiments,  with  the  view  of  putting  the  question  beyond  the 
reach  of  doubt  previously  to  the  publication  of  your  method,  which 
I  have  no  doubt  will  secure  to  you  well-merited  fame,  and  also,  I 
trust,  more  tangible  regards.  I  take  the  liberty  to  add,  that  in  the 
course  of  much  and  intimate  communication  with  you,  I  have 
uniformly  found  you  in  the  highest  degree  frank  and  communi¬ 
cative  in  regard  to  those  matters  which  have  been  your  peculiar 
study,  and  in  which  you  possess  so  much  valuable  knowledge,  and 


that  I  am  indebted  to  yon  for  much  useful  information  and  many 
valuable  hints,  both  as  to  the  preparation  and  application  of  many 
valuable  remedies.  I  trust  you  will  continue  and  extend  your  very 
important  researches. 

Believe  me  to  be,  with  great  regard  and  esteem, 

Yours  faithfully, 

WILLIAM  GREGORY,  M.D. 

(Professor  of  Chemistry,  King’s  College,  Aberdeen  ; 
now  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh.) 

30th  October,  1841. 

To  Ur.  Turnbull, 

Edinburgh,  Nov.  23rd,  1841. 

Sin, — My  son,  Andrew  Armstrong,  from  Kelso,  was  born  deaf 
and  dumb.  He  is  twelve  years  of  age.  He  was  in  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Asylum,  Edinburgh,  for  three  years  and  a  half.  I  brought 
him  to  you  by  the  recommendation  of  Sir  T.  M.  Brisbane,  Bart. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

JANE  ARMSTRONG. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull. 


Kelso,  Brisbane-place,  Dec.  13,  1841. 

My  Dear  Sin, — According  to  promise,  I  write  to  inform  you 
how  your  Kelso  patients  are  getting  on.  The  boy  Armstrong’s 
improvement,  both  in  speaking  and  hearing,  is  beyond  the  expec¬ 
tation  of  any  one  who  knew  him  formerly.  He  hears  one  in  an 
ordinary  tone  of  voice  at  the  distance  of  twenty-four  feet,  and  is 
beginning  to  repeat  short  sentences.  He  comes  twice  a  day  for  a 
lesson,  Mrs.  Moffat  being  his  instructress.  I  have  only  rubbed  his 
ears  once.  He  seems  to  need  nothing  but  tuition.  Mr.  Johnston  is 
improving. 

Believe  me  to  remain,  my  dear  Sir, 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

F.  B.  MOFFAT,  Surgeon. 

Dr.  Turnbull,  London. 

Kelso,  January  18,  1842. 

Mi  Dear  Sir, — I  duly  received  yours  of  the  1 6th  ultimo,  and 
have  strictly  followed  your  injunctions.  In  regard  to  Armstrong, 
he  goes  on  brilliantly.  I  have  sent  him  to  school.  You  must  con¬ 
sider  him  your  sheet-anchor.  Will  you  oblige  me  by  sending  a 
bottle  similar  to  the  one  you  use  for  the  eyes,  and  some  Prussic 
Acid  ?  I  had  Dr.  Casile,  Mayor  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  here 
about  ten  days  ago,  when  I  showed  him  your  apparatus  for  the 
deaf.  He  prevailed  upon  me  to  go  to  Berwick  to  try  it  on  four  of 
his  patients,  which  was  done  (in  the  presence  of  all  the  medical 
men,  the  most  of  whom  I  am  acquainted  with).  On  four  patients, 
two  were  cured,  and  a  third  relieved.  The  medical  gentlemen  were 
so  much  pleased,  that  they  wish  me  to  come  down,  as  there  are  a 
number  of  deaf  people  in  that  quarter. 

Believe  me  to  remain,  my  dear  Sir,  sincerely  yours, 

F.  B.  MOFFAT. 


Dr.  Turnbull. 
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Having  written  very  recently  to  the  parents  of  the 
children  above-named,  operated  upon  in  Edinburgh,  I 
have  received  the  three  following  letters  : — 

Kelso,  14th  Feb.,  1849. 

Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  10th  inst.,  and  with  regard 
to  my  son  Andrew,  who  was  with  you  in  Edinburgh,  I  have  much 
pleasure  in  stating  that  he  has  retained  his  hearing  to  the  full  ex¬ 
tent,  and  ha§  ever  since  been  able  to  hear  us  talking  in  ordinary 
conversation,  and  count  the  strokes  of  the  clock  as  acute  as  any 
other  members  of  my  family. 

I  remain  yours  very  truly, 

D.  ARMSTRONG. 

Dr.  A.  Turnbull,  16,  Manchester-square. 


Edinburgh,  Milne’s-court,  Lawnmarket,  9th  Jan.,  1849. 

Sir, — I  duly  received  your  card  of  the  5th,  and  in  answer  have 
to  say,  that  the  last  time  I  saw  my  daughter,  eighteen  months  ago, 
she  spoke  and  heard  as  well  as  when  you  saw  her  yourself.  I  beg 
to  return  sincere  thanks  for  your  kindness  in  inquiring  after  my 
daughter. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

D.  MACPHERSON. 

A.  Turnbull,  Esq.,  M.D.,  16,  Manchester-square. 

Dundee,  Oct.  8th,  1848. 

My  very  Dear  Sir, — I  embrace  this  opportunity  of  letting  you 
know  that  my  son  Robert  still  retains  his  hearing  as  well,  or  nearly 
so,  as  when  he  was  under  your  treatment  in  Edinburgh,  for  which 
I  feel  grateful  to  you  and  Almighty  God. 

I  remain,  my  very  dear  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

D.  BATCHELOR, 

Dr.  Turnbull. 


MANCHESTER  CASES. 

From  the  dates  of  all  the  certificates  at  Manchester 
and  Leeds,  it  will  be  observable  that  my  operations 
on  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  those  towns  took  place  last 
year  (1848).  I  had  allowed  a  period  of  seven  years 
to  elapse  without  practising  the  remedy,  in  order  that 
the  .cures  effected  in  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  and  Edin¬ 
burgh,  in  1840  and  1841,  might  be  tested  as  to  their 
permanency. 

I  remained  at  Manchester  about  six  weeks  only, 
and  the  deaf  and  dumb  persons  that  I  had  under  my 
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care  during  that  time  were— John  Reader;  two  lads  of 
the  name  of  Johnstone,  one  about  sixteen,  and  the 
other  about  eleven,  years  of  age ;  a  man  who  passed  by 
the  name  of  Humpy;  another  of  the  name  of  Grundy; 
two  lads  of  the  names  of  Smith  and  Finningan ;  a  girl 
of  the  name  of  Smith ;  and  Master  Lucas,  the  son  of 
Samuel  Lucas,  Esq.,  and  nephew  of  John  Bright, 
Esq.,  M.P. 

All  the  above  persons  are  mentioned  in  the  certifi¬ 
cates  and  letters  subjoined,  with  the  exception  of  the 
girl  Smith,  whose  present  condition  I  do  not  know. 

At  the  meetings  I  held  in  Manchester,  I  invited 
members  of  the  medical  profession  to  be  present,  and 
to  confirm,  by  their  examination  and  testimony,  that 
the  persons  were  unquestionably  deaf  and  dumb  upon 
whom  I  was  about  to  operate.  In  their  presence,  at 
one  of  the  meetings,  I  made  certain  observations,  with 
the  view  of  preventing  misrepresentations  or  errors  as 
to  the  extent  of  success  upon  which  I  calculated  in 
applying  my  remedies,  and  as  to  the  degrees  or  shades 
of  deafness  in  deaf-mutes,  and  I  think  it  right  now, 
for  the  like  object,  to  republish  these  observations,  as 
reported  in  the  Manchester  Courier  of  the  14th  June, 
1848  : — 

“  My  experience  has  led  me  to  expect  greater  suc- 
“  cess  with  such  cases  as  are  reported  to  have  been 
“  deaf  and  dumb  from  birth  than  with  those  who  have 
“  become  so  from  disease.  The  organs  of  hearing  are 
“  more  readily  aroused  to  a  degree  of  useful  activity  in 
“  the  former  than  in  the  latter  class ;  and  I  entertain 
“  very  little  hope  of  success  in  such  cases  as  have  be- 
“  come  deaf  and  dumb  from  scarlet  fever  and  measles. 
“  I  am  of  opinion  that  almost  all  deaf-mutes  possess 
“  the  power  of  hearing,  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree, 
“  great  sounds,  and  that  the  chances  of  success  are 


40 


44  more  in  proportion  to  their  previous  degree  of 
44  hearing,  which  in  fact  may  be  reckoned  as  the  mea- 
44  sure  of  the  integrity  of  the  auditory  organs.  I  con- 
u  sider  the  great  distinction  between  deaf-mutes  and 
44  those  who  are  hard  of  hearing  is  this,  that  the  latter 
44  can  hear  and  imitate  sound,  so  as  to  hold  oral  com- 
44  munication  with  their  fellow-men,  which  the  former 
44  cannot  do.  I  do  not  pretend  to  tell  before-hand 
44  what  cases  will  certainly  prove  successful,  but  in 
“  cases  which  do  not  show  a  manifest  improvement 
44  after  a  first  or  second  trial,  I  abandon  them  at  once 
44  as  not  likely  to  prove  ultimately  successful  to  the 
44  extent  of  holding  oral  communication  in  society, 
44  through  the  medium  of  hearing.  Still,  I  try  all 
44  cases  which  are  presented  to  me  as  deaf  and  dumb, 
44  because  I  am  anxious  to  arrive  at  correct  data  as  to 
44  the  average  proportion  of  such  patients  who  can  be 
44  restored  by  my  processes  to  the  power  of  hearing 
44  and  speech  in  the  ordinary  mode.  I  desire  to  be 
44  distinctly  understood  that  I  by  no  means  wish  to 
44  hold  up  my  application  as  a  specific  or  universal  re* 
44  medy  in  all  cases  of  deaf-mutes ;  but  still,  I  feel  con- 
44  vinced,  from  past  experience,  that  by  the  use  of  it, 
44  and  the  processes  I  employ,  a  considerable  number 
44  of  those  who  have  been  reputed  deaf  and  dumb, 
44  and  who  have  been  educated  at  asylums  as  such, 
44  and  who  have  all  their  lives  held  intercourse  with 
44  their  fellow-men  by  signs  only,  instead  of  the  more 
44  speedy  and  perfect  mode  of  language  spoken  and 
44  heard,  can  be  restored  to  such  a  degree  of  hearing 
44  as  shall  enable  them  to  enjoy  the  inestimable  bless- 
i4  ing  of  holding  intercourse  with  their  fellow-men 
44  by  ordinary  oral  communication.  I  am,  therefore, 
44  anxious  to  demonstrate  this  fully  and  clearly, 
44  to  stimulate  my  professional  brethren  to  adopt  a 
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44  method  of  treating  such  cases,  which  I  believe  may 
44  be  rendered  a  most  important  boon  to  a  deeply- 
44  afflicted  class  of  our  fellow-men.  The  better  to 
44  enable  professional  gentlemen  to  arrive  at  a 
44  correct  estimate  of  the  effects  of  my  mode  of 
44  treatment,  I  propose  on  the  present  occasion  that 
44  all  the  cases  which  I  continue  to  treat,  and  which  I 
44  consider  likely  to  be  usefully  improved  by  my  treat- 
44  ment,  may  be  tested  before  being  operated  upon. 
44  By  this  means  they  can  guard  against  the  alleged 
44  source  of  fallacy  which  seems  to  have  been  enter- 
44  tained  by  some  regarding  the  improvement  mani- 
44  tested  subsequent  to  my  first  operation  on  the  3rd 
44  of  this  month.  In  this  way,  nothing  can  be  attri- 
44  buted  to  moistening  the  membranes  by  pouring  a 
44  liquid  into  the  ears,  or  exciting  a  mere  temporary 
44  effect  through  the  mechanical  irritation  produced  by 
44  my  manipulations.” 

Manchester,  June  26,  1848. 

Sib,, — This  is  to  certify  that  my  son,  John  Reader,  was  horn 
deaf  and  dumb. 

He  could  show  evidences  of  hearing  loud  knock's  at  the  door  and 
church-bells  ringing.  When  he  was  a  child  we  tried  various 
medical  gentlemen  to  see  if  they  could  make  any  improvement  in 
his  hearing,  but  without  success.  Since  he  fortunately  came  under 
your  care  there  has  been  a  change  quite  extraordinary ;  he  can  now 
hear  articulation  and  imitate  it,  which  has  astonished  me. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELLEN  READER. 

Dr.  Turnbull. 

Manchester,  June  26,  1848. 

Sib, — My  husband,  John  Reader,  whom  I  married  as  one 
deaf  and  dumb  more  than  twelve  months  ago  ;  he  appeared  to  me 
to  be  somewhat  sensible  to  noises  of  a  loud  report  at  a  short  dis¬ 
tance.  Since  he  became  a  patient  of  yours  there  has  been  wrought 
a  great  change  in  him,  which  has  taken  me  by  surprise — that  is, 
that  he  could  hear  sounds  of  the  human  voice,  and  could  imitate 
the  same  by  articulation  of  his  own.  I  never  heard  the  like  of  it 
before. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIZA  READER. 


A.  Turnbull,  Esq.,  M.D. 


42 


Manchester,  June  8,  1848. 

Slit, — I  was  born  deaf  and  dumb,  and  was  at  tbe  Manchester 
Deaf-and-Dumb  School  for  five  years.  When  I  was  informed  that 
you  had  come  to  this  town  I  lost  no  time  in  putting  myself  under 
your  kind  care,  and  I  am  happy  to  tell  you  that  I  can  hear  sounds 
now  I  never  heard  before  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  see  you. 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  READER, 

Dr.  Turnbull  Near  Clarendon-street,  Leaf-street. 

Manchester,  May  22,  1847. 

Silt, — A  deep  and  sincere  interest  in  the  spiritual  and  temporal 
welfare  of  that  unfortunate  class  of  our  fellow-creatures,  to  the 
amelioration  of  whose  unhappy  condition  you  have  devoted,  with 
the  untiring  zeal  of  a  genuine  philanthropist  and  the  pure  and  lofty 
spirit  of  a  sincere  Christian,  so  large  a  portion  of  your  valuable 
time,  as  well  as  the  matchless  energy  of  a  strong  and  philosophical 
intellect,  induces  me  to  bear  my  humble  testimony  to  the  simplicity 
and  (permit  me  to  add,  as  far  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
judging)  the  efficacy  of  your  mode  of  treatment  for  the  cure  of 
those  objects  whose  claim  upon  the  best  sympathies  of  every 
humane  mind  stand  without  a  rival  amidst  a  world  of  wretchedness, 
disease,  and  misery. 

Having  read,  Sir,  of  your  successful  practice  (in  the  heretofore 
considered  impossible  task)  of  curing  the  deaf  and  dumb,  I  availed 
myself  of  the  opportunity  of  witnessing  your  skill  in  this  truly- 
wonderful  blessing  to  suffering  humanity,  which  adds  an  additional 
brilliant  gem  in  the  glorious  diadem  of  medical  sciences.  I  accom¬ 
panied  William  Johnstone,  a  native  of  Scotland,  aged  sixteen  years, 
and  John  Reader,  aged  twenty-five,  a  native  of  Manchester,  to  your 
residence,  Cooper-street,  and  I  am  alike  delighted  and  astonished 
at  the  wonderful  progress  (both  having  been  born  deaf  and  dumb) 
made  by  each.  Johnstone,  after  four  days,  and  Reader,  after  three 
days’  attention  to  your  care  and  directions,  as  well  in  speech  as 
hearing.  And  neither  time,  nor  place,  nor  circumstances,  will 
make  me  soon  forget  the  deep  impression  and  pleasing  sensations 
made  on  my  mind  when  I  first  heard  them  join  their  voices  in 
melody  with  the  gentleman  who  so  kindly  exercised  their  new-born 
organs,  on  Saturday  last,  in  your  parlour.  God  give  you  strength 
to  overcome  every  difficulty  which  may  cross  your  path  in  your 
forward  walk  of  benevolence  and  love. 

Yours  faithfully, 

FRANCIS  McNAMARA, 

Dr.  Turnbull.  32,  Tackson’s-row,  Deansgate. 


•57,  Market-street,  Manchester,  9th  June,  1848. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  with  pleasure  I  undertake  to  certify  in  the  case 
of  William  Johnstone,  and  give  a  brief  account  of  him. 

He  was  educated  in  the  Edinburgh  Institution,  under  Mr.  Kinni- 
burgh,  for  a  period  of  five  years.  He  left  school  soon  after.  I 
paid  a  visit  to  my  native  city,  Edinburgh,  and  being  intimate  with 
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his  parents,  I  went  to  visit  them,  near  Dalkeith,  where  I  saw 
William  Johnstone.  After  being  made  acquainted  with  his  situa¬ 
tion,  I  made  proposals  to  his  father  to  bring  him  over  to  Man¬ 
chester,  and  bring  him  up  to  the  trade  of  a  tailor,  for  a  period  of 
six  years,  I  finding  him  all  the  requisite  necessaries.  He  has  been 
with  me  since  October,  1845. 

In  regard  to  whatever  sensation  of  hearing  he  has  shown  under 
my  observation,  I  have  very  little  to  comment  upon.  I  have  always 
looked  upon  him  as  other  classes  of  the  totally  deaf  and  dumb. 
There  is  a  very  slight  perception  observable,  indeed.  The  loudest 
reports  he  has  been  alive  to,  while  three  or  four  deaf  and  dumb 
men,  working  on  the  same  board  with  him,  were  insensible  to  the 
noise. 

Since  he  has  been  under  your  care  there  has  been  a  marked  and 
visible  improvement  in  his  sense  of  hearing.  I  have  been  very 
solicitous  for  its  success,  knowing  how  great  a  calamity  it  is  to  be 
deaf  and  dumb,  feeling  it  acutely  in  my  own  person.  I  have 
watched  him  narrowly,  and  have  made  various  stratagems  upon  him 
by  making  noises,  which  has  impressed  me  with  the  belief  he  has 
recovered  the  use  of  a  most  important  organ,  and  I  am  decidedly  of 
opinion  he  will  soon  be  restored  to  all  the  blessings  of  hearing  and 
speech,  if  his  organs  are  constantly  and  assiduously  exercised, 
but  as  he  is  an  apprentice,  his  occupation  constantly  requires  his 
presence,  therefore  time  could  not  be  afforded  in  giving  away  his 
attention  towards  another  object ;  it  is,  indeed,  a  great  hindrance  to 
the  success  of  your  benevolent  and  philanthropic  efforts  in  amelior¬ 
ating  the  condition  of  a  great  number  of  our  fellow-creatures.  Your 
efforts  ought  to  be  aided  in  bringing  it  forward  to  a  practical  issue. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  most  respectfully, 

JAMES  HERRIOT. 

P.S. — Whether  W.  J.  was  born  deaf  and  dumb,  or  lost  his 
hearing  by  disease,  I  cannot  tell ;  he  has  a  brother  in  the  same 
affliction. 

A.  Turnbull,  Esq.,  M.D. 

Market-street,  Manchester,  October  24,  1848. 

Dear  Sir,— For  my  part,  and  from  my  own  observation,  I 
believe  Reader  is  greatly  improved,  and  retains  his  hearing  as 
well  as  when  you  left  Manchester — greatly  improved ,  I  say .  I 
would  not  hazard  this  expression  had  not  a  curious  fact  occurred 
which  interested  me.  One  Sabbath,  two  or  three  weeks  ago, 
while  the  deaf  and  dumb  were  assembled  m  their  room  in  the 
Scotch  Church  as  usual  for  divine-service,  Reader  was  asked  if  the 
congregation  of  the  church  was  dismissed,  as  he  could  tell  when 
the  singing  commenced  and  concluded.  Reader  said  that  he  could 
hear  a  voice  preaching  that  was  not  Mr.  Munro’s,  the  regular 
minister,  but  one  more  powerful,  and  a  strange  one  ;  indeed,  the 
service  was  a  protracted  one.  When  it  was  over,  I  was  going  into 
the  vestry  on  some  business,  when  I  met  with  one  of  the  elders, 
and  was  accosting  him,  when  he  requested  to  be  excused,  as  he 
was  engaged  with  a  stout  gentleman,  pointing  to  him,  and  left  me. 
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I  asked  of  a  bystander  who  the  gentleman  was  ;  and  was  told  he 
was  Mr.  Glass,  of  Musselburgh,  near  Edinburgh,  and  was  preach¬ 
ing  in  the  pulpit  of  the  church  the  same  day.  Reader’s  remark  of 
hearing  a  strong  and  strange  voice  recurred  to  my  mi$d,  and  I 
thought  his  hearing  was  so  far  improved,  and  he  told  me  facts  as 
shown  in  the  above  detail.  The  distance  from  the  pulpit  where 
Mr.  G.  was  preaching  to  reach  Reader,  through  a  door  and  a  thick 
wall,  was  at  least  200  feet  outside  the  very  furthest  end  of  the 
gallery  facing  the  pulpit. 

I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

JAMES  HERRIOTT. 

A.  Turnbull,  Esq.,  M.D. 

George  Grundy,  age  twenty-nine,  lost  his  hearing 
at  the  age  of  three  years  by  a  discharge  from  his  ears. 
He  was  five  years  at  the  Manchester  Deaf  and  Dumb 
School. 

He  was  examined  and  tested  by  the  medical  men 
at  the  weekly  meeting  previous  to  treatment. 

Red  House-lane,  Bredbury,  October  19,  1848. 

My  Dear  Sib, — It  is  with  respect  I  write  to  you  concerning  my 
son’s  hearing.  It  is  much  the  same  as  when  you  last  saw  him. 
He  can  hear  the  church  clergyman  preaching  on  Sunday,  but  he 
cannot  understand  what  is  said ;  and  he  has  to  walk  two-and-a-half 
miles  every  morning ;  and  also  he  tells  me  he  can  hear  the  birds 
sing  distinctly  as  he  goes  to  his  work.  I  conclude  this  writing 
to  you.  I  remain,  yours  truly, 

GEORGE  GRUNDY. 


3,  St.  Peter’s  Square,  Manchester,  20th  May,  1848. 

My  Deab  Sib, — For  several  years  past  I  have  taken  a  deep 
interest  in  the  investigation  to  which  you  have  been  so  ardently 
devoted,  namely,  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb.  I  rejoiced  to  hear,  through  reports  published  from  time  to 
time,  of  your  great  success  in  restoring  hearing  and  speaking  to 
congenital  deafi-mutes.  I  considered  it  one  of  the  most  important 
discoveries  of  the  age  ;  for,  although  much  is  achieved  by  commu¬ 
nicating  knowledge  to  them  through  signs,  still  that  is,  at  best,  a 
tedious  and  imperfect  mode,  and  one  by  which  it  is  impossible  to 
convey  the  nicer  shades  of  difference  in  communicating  to  them  our 
ideas,  which  is  accomplished  with  so  much  promptness  and  pre¬ 
cision  through  the  ordinary  medium  of  language  spoken  and  heard. 
Moreover,  the  former  mode  is  only  available  with  the  aid  of  light, 
whilst  the  latter  is  equally  available  both  in  light  and  darkness.  I 
have,  therefore,  the  greatest  pleasure  in  wishing  you  every  success 
in  your  laudable  and  philanthropic  exertions  in  behalf  of  suffering 
humanity,,  and  most  willingly  record,  for  your  unreserved  use,  an 
account  of  what  I  have  seen  and  heard  regarding  the  deaf  and 
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dumb  patients  who  have  been  operated  on  by  you  in  Manchester 
within  the  last  week. 

In  respect  to  the  patients  operated  on  by  you  at  the  Manchester 
Deaf  and  Dumb  School,  I  do  not  feel  myself  warranted  in  giving 
any  opinion  as  to  the  efficacy  of  your  treatment,  for  this  very 
obvious  reason,  that  I  did  not  see  them  accurately  test  their  con¬ 
dition  prior  to  your  first  operation  on  them.  But  from  what  was 
manifested  by  two  of  the  said  patients  yesterday,  when  I  was  pre¬ 
sent  and  assisted  in  testing  them,  it  is  my  opinion  that  Finningan 
and  Johnston  notv  possess  such  a  degree  of  hearing  as  renders  it 
quite  possible  to  teach  them  to  hold  conversation  with  their  fellow- 
men  in  ordinary  plain  language,  without  seeing  the  motion  of  the 
lips,  provided  the  parties  spoke  to  them  in  a  slow,  distinct,  and 
somewhat  loud  tone  of  voice,  such  as  is  requisite  in  conversation 
with  many  people  hard  of  hearing.  Of  the  other  four  brought  to 
you  by  Mr.  Herriott,  I  only  had  an  opportunity  of  testing  one  of 
them,  Humpy ,  before  your  first  operation.  I  tested  him  carefully, 
and  found  that  he  gave  no  indication  whatever  of  possessing  hear¬ 
ing  adequate  to  enable  him  to  imitate  the  sound  of  the  human  voice 
in  the  slightest  degree,  however  loud,  when  he  could  not  see  the 
motion  of  the  lips.  However,  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after 
your  usual  operation  in  such  cases,  there  was  clear  evidence  of  him 
possessing  hearing  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  make  a  very  fair 
attempt  at  imitating  various  sounds  of  the  human  voice,  when  he 
had  no  opportunity  of  seeing  the  motions  of  the  mouth  and  throat. 
Next  day  he  was  operated  on  a  second  time,  apparently  without  any 
further  improvement,  but  he  still  retained  the  same  powers  as  yester¬ 
day  immediately  after  the  operation.  Two  of  the  other  three  brought 
by  Mr.  Herriott,  namely,  William  Johnston  and  Mr.  John  Reader , 
not  seen  till  after  the  second  operation  by  you  in  the  case  of  J ohn- 
ston,  and  after  the  first  operation  in  the  case  of  Reader — conse¬ 
quently  I  cannot  say,  from  personal  knowledge  and  testing,  what 
was  their  real  state  prior  to  having  been  operated  on  by  you.  How¬ 
ever,  I  most  willingly  state  what  information  I  have  had  on  this 
point  from  themselves  and  others,  and  also  testify  as  to  what  amount 
of  evidence  they  gave  that  they  possessed  the  faculty  of  hearing, 
when  tested  by  me  yesterday  and  to-day. 

William  Johnston  is  sixteen  years  of  age  ;  is  a  native  of  Scotland, 
and  had  been  in  the  Edinburgh  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution  for  five 
years  and  a  half,  and  left  it  about  two  years  ago.  He  is  reported  to 
have  had  hearing  only  to  the  extent  of  being  able  to  hear  a  shrill  or 
loud  noise,  such  as  that  of  a  person  whistling  with  his  fingers  in  his 
mouth.  This  patient  was  first  operated  on  by  you  on  the  17th  inst., 
and  again  on  the  18th,  after  which  he  could  hear  and  imitate  vocal 
sounds.  He  was  also  operated  on  in  the  same  manner  on  the  19th 
and  20th,  on  both  of  which  days  I  tested  him  with  the  utmost  care 
and  attention ,  and  feel  confident  that  now  he  possesses  sufficient 
hearing  to  be  made  available  for  his  acquiring  speech  and.  hearing 
in  the  ordinary  manner,  provided  he  is  taught ,  and  the  auditory  and 
vocal  organs  are  kept  in  good  training  and  exercise.  This  patient 
could  also  make  a  tolerable  attempt  at  singing.  As  a  good  test,  I 
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spoke  behind  bis  head  the  word  “  table,”  at  the  same  time  laying 
my  hand  on  a  table,  to  indicate  to  him  what  I  meant  by  the  said 
sound,  and  caused  him  to  repeat  it  after  me ;  I  also  did  the  same 
with  a  chair,  and  with  an  umbrella,  and  other  words.  On  testing 
him,  by  speaking  in  a  rather  loud  tone  of  voice  at  some  distance 
behind  the  said  patient,  he  never  failed  to  repeat  the  name  of  each 
article  after  me,  with  his  own  peculiar  tone  of  voice,  and  was  always 
right  in  pointing  to  the  article  I  named ;  therefore,  I  varied  the 
order  in  which  I  named  them.  This  experiment  I  performed  at 
Mr.  Herriott’s  rooms,  when  you  were  not  present,  and  knew 
nothing  of  my  intentions  ;  four  hours  after  I  saw  him  at  your 
rooms,  when  he  imitated  sounds  uttered  by  you  when  he  was  stand¬ 
ing  at  a  considerable  distance  from  you,  with  his  back  towards  you 
and  a  door  intervening. 

John  Reader,  26,  Leaf-street,  is  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  had 
been  five  years  in  the  Manchester  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution.  He 
left  the  said  school  twelve  years  ago.  He  had  still  better  hearing  than 
Johnstone.  I  put  the  following  questions  to  him  in  writing,  to  each 
of  which*he  wrote  the  following  replies,  appended  to  my  queries  : — 
“  Did  you  hear  before  you  were  operated  on  ?”  “  Middle”  (that  is, 

a  little). — “  Could  you  hear  so  as  to  imitate  sounds  and  pronounce 
words  ?”  “  I  cannot  hear  what  did  they  say  a  word,  but  1  can  copy 
to  hear  what  did  speak.”  I  considered  by  this  answer  he  meant  to 
convey  the  idea  that  he  could  not  hear  so  as  to  imitate  words 
spoken  by  another  person  from  mere  sound ,  but  that  he  could  copy 
or  imitate  the  words  spoken  when  he  saw  the  motion  of  the  lips. 
His  meaning  was  so  obscure,  however,  that  I  thought  it  better  to 
put  a  question  in  the  plainest  form  possible,  thus  : — “  Could  you 
hear  so  as  to  imitate  sounds  and  speak  words  before  Dr.  Turnbull 
acted  on  you  three  days  ago  ?”  “  No.”  Mr.  Thomas  Somerville  of 
Honiton-hall  academy  and  boarding-school,  Wilnston,  was  present 
and  assisted  in  the  whole  of  the  day’s  investigation,  and  was  equally 
w'ell  satisfied  as  I  was  myself  that  this  young  man,  John  Reader, 
could  imitate  words  and  sounds  very  correctly,  when  uttered  in  a 
moderate  tone  of  voice,  and  spoken  at  a  considerable  distance 
behind  his  back,  and  that  even  when  a  door  nearly  shut  intervened 
between  you  and  the  patient,  and  the  sounds  being  varied  without 
regular  order.  He  also  made  a  good  attempt  at  singing.  I  also 
tested  him  since  at  his  own  house,  when  you  neither  were  present 
nor  knew  of  my  intentions  ;  and  tested  him  in  the  same  manner  as 
Johnston,  by  causing  him  to  repeat  the  names  of  articles  in  the 
room,  spoken  by  me  behind  his  back,  and  point  to  them,  which  he 
did,  in  the  presence  of  his  wife,  with  considerable  success.  I  can 
therefore  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  as  my  opinion  that,  by 
suitable  training,  this  young  man’s  hearing  is  such,  that  he  might 
be  taught  to  carry  on  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow-men  by  the 
ordinary  colloquial  mode,  instead  of  being  entirely  dependant  on 
signs,  like  other  deaf  and  dumb  people,  and  which  he  has  hitherto 
entirely  depended  on.  He  is  capable  of  acquiring  a  new  and  most 
important  power,  which,  but  for  the  trials  to  which  you  have  sub¬ 
jected  him,  would  most  probably  have  lain  dormant  for  ever.  I 
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hope,  therefore,  that  you  may  be  encouraged  to  prosecute  this 
most  interesting  and  important  investigation  with  zeal  and  success, 
in  which  success  no  one  will  more  sincerely  rejoice,  than, 

My  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 


A.  Turnbull,  Esq.,  M.D. 


JAMES  BRAID,  Surgeon,  &c. 


Manchester,  19th  July,  1848. 

My  Dear  Sir,—— I  aril  delighted  to  say  that  the  sense  of  hearing 
conferred  by  you  upon  my  son  still  remains  with  him,  and  appears 
to  increase  in  power  and  sensibility.  He  can  hear  my  watch  tick 
at  a  distance  of  three  feet,  and  can  hear  louder  sounds  at  great 
distances.  It  was  only  three  weeks  yesterday  since  your  first 
application  was  made  to  his  ears.  I  could  not  have  believed  such 
results  possible  in  so  short  a  space  of  time.  He  takes  pleasure  in 
imitating  sounds,  endeavouring  to  utter  words,  and  understanding 
what  is  spoken  to  him.  Every  day  my  hopes  of  his  ultimately 
obtaining  the  use  of  speech  become  stronger  and  stronger.  If 
schools  could  be  established  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  those  among 
the  poor  who  have  been  deaf-mutes,  and  have  been  recovered  by 
you,  your  discovery  would  be  a  most  valuable  one. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Sir,  sincerely  yours, 

SAMUEL  LUCAS. 

Alexander  Turnbull,  Esq.,  M.D. 


Manchesier,  October  6th,  1848. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favour  of  yesterday,  and 
have  pleasure  in  immediately  complying  with  your  request.  Pre¬ 
vious  to  Dr.  Turnbull’s  operations,  the  only  sounds  that  my  son 
had  (to  my  knowledge)  ever  heard,  were  a  very  loud  clap  of  the 
hand  near  the  ear,  or  the  scream  of  a  parrot.  The  first  operation 
by  the  Doctor  took  place  on  Monday  26th  June,  and  they  continued 
twice  every  day  (Sundays  excepted),  till  Friday,  the  7th  July. 

On  that  day,  the  Doctor  left  Manchester;  but  his  assistant 
remained,  and  performed  the  operation  three  days  afterwards. 
After  the  very  first  operation,  the  child  was  able  to  hear  the  voice 
at  a  few  feet  distance,  and  he  attempted  to  pronounce  several  mono¬ 
syllables.  After  that,  he  continued  gradually,  though  not  uniformly, 
to  improve.  At  the  present  time  he  is  able  to  hear  moderately  low 
sounds.  He  can  say  a  good  many  short  easy  words,  and  under¬ 
stand  several  short  sentences,  when  he  is  not  able  to  see  the  lips  of 
the  person  speaking.  From  his  long  habit  of  communicating  by 
signs,  we  find  it  difficult  to  teach  him  to  talk ;  but  I  see  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  we  shall  succeed.  This  is  the  chief  difficulty  Dr. 
Turnbull  has  to  contend  with.  Persons  expect  speech  immediately 
to  follow  hearing.  This  is  very  unreasonable.  From  the  experience 
I  have  had,  I  am  convinced  that  it  requires  more  exertion  to  teach 
a  deaf-mute  of  eight  years  of  age  to  speak,  than  to  teach  an  infant. 
The  organs  of  articulation  are  more  fully  formed,  and  are  less 
flexible.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  Dr.  T.  has  enabled  my  son 
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to  hear  to  a  degree  that  will  be  highly  useful  to  him,  and  I  have 
great  pleasure  m  bearing  testimony  to  the  fact.  I  have  only  just 
time  to  write  this  before  post-time,  or  I  would  enter  more  into 
detail.  I  shall,  however,  be  glad  to  furnish  any  further  information 
that  you  may  require. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  truly  yours, 

SAMUEL  LUCAS. 

Edward  Baines,  Esq. 

Manchester,  25th  Feb.,  1849. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  am  glad  to  say  that  our  little  son  continues 
to  improve  in  speaking.  Every  day  he  makes  greater  efforts  to 
talk,  and  I  continue  sanguine  of  the  ultimate  result. 

I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  sincerely  yours, 

SAMUEL  LUCAS. 

To  A.  Turnbull,  Esq.,  M.D. 

State  Previous  to  Operation,  June  17,  1848. — Frederick 
Smith,  aged  seven  years,  deaf  and  dumb,  son  of  Humphrey  Smith, 
who  has  also  a  daughter  deaf  and  dumb,  aged  five  years  ;  could  not 
hear  the  bell  or  the  musical  box  although  placed  near  the  ear. 
Could  hear  the  shrill  notes  of  his  mother  at  the  distance  of  three 
feet  and  a  half ;  appeared  to  hear  these  with  the  left  ear  only,  as 
he  turned  his  head  on  that  side  when  his  mother  spoke  at  the  top 
of  her  voice. 

JAMES  BRAID. 

The  above  report  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  my  late  pupil,  Dr. 
John  Pacey,  who,  with  Mr.  Packard,  surgeon,  was  present  when  I 
tested  Master  Smith.  The  last  six  words  I  have  added  before 
signing  the  report,  as  they  were  requsite  to  make  the  report  clear 
and  explicit  as  to  the  real  condition  of  said  patient  before  he  was 
operated  upon  by  Dr.  Turnbull.  The  immediate  and  progressive 
improvement  of  this  boy  was  most  apparent,  and  was  afterwards 
recorded.  I  will  not  from  memory  venture  to  enter  into  details  on 
this  point,  but  I  always  consider  him  one  of  Dr.  Turnbull’s  best 
cases  here  ;  and  when  I  called  and  tested  his  condition  on  Satur¬ 
day  last,  7th  October,  1848,  I  considered  his  sense  of  hearing  and 
imitating  vocal  sounds  spoken  by  his  mother  and  myself,  when  the 
motions  of  the  lips  were  concealed  from  him,  and  even  when  the 
breath  from  the  lips  was  prevented  from  impinging  against  the 
ear  by  an  open  book  being  interposed,  was  quite  equal  to  what  it 
was  when  Dr.  Turnbull  left  Manchester  on  the  7th  of  July  last. 
His  hearing  is  quite  as  good  as  Master  Lucas’s  was  when  I  last 
saw  that  interesting  hoy. 

JAMES  BRAID,  Surgeon, 

8,  St.  Peter’s-square,  Manchester,  10th  Oct.,  1848 
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LEEDS  CASES. 

From  Manchester  I  proceeded  to  Leeds,  where  I 
remained  nearly  three  months.  The  population  in 
the  vicinity  of  Leeds  was  so  great,  that  I  thought  the 
most  prudent  course  would  be  to  require  all  deaf  and 
dumb  patients  to  bring  certificates  from  medical  men 
with  whom  they  were  acquainted,  and  to  operate  upon 
all  who  came  daily,  in  preference  to  holding  a  general 
meeting  once  a  week,  as  I  had  previously  done  in 
Manchester.  An  advantage  attending  this  was,  that 
the  medical  men  in  the  distant  towns  could  each  day 
witness  the  effects  of  the  remedies  upon  the  patients. 
It  was  at  Leeds  that  I  first  undertook  to  relieve  con¬ 
genital  deafness  of  children  under  seven  years  of  age. 
I  had  considered  that  such  children  were  too  young 
to  afford  satisfactory  testimony  of  progress ;  but  in  this 
I  was  wrong,  for  I  now*  find  that  the  younger  the  chil¬ 
dren  are,  the  more  certain  will  they  be,  when  cured, 
to  receive  the  necessary  infant  education  to  enable 
them  to  speak  well.  It  is  my  opinion,  also,  that  the 
number  of  recoveries  of  children  will  far  exceed  those 
of  adults,  although  the  former  take  much  longer  time 
before  the  recovery  may  be  said  to  be  positive.  The 
first  children  that  I  attended  were  assembled  at  a 
meeting  of  twelve  medical  men  at  Bradford,  and  the 
child  (Aseneth  Lambert),  mentioned  in  Mr.  Baines’s 
report,  hereafter  printed,  was  one  of  the  earliest  cures 
I  effected  at  Bradford. 

Bradford,  Sept.  5th,  1848. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  Aseneth  Lambert,  aged  four  years,  was 
born  deaf  and  dumb,  and  has  continued  so  up  to  the  present  date. 

Pro  J.  A.  ILLINGWORTH,  Surgeon, 
JOHN  G.  ILLINGWORTH. 

To  Ur.  Turnbull. 


Kirkstall,  October  9th,  1848. 

Sir, — We,  David  and  Mary  Clayton,  do  hereby  certify  that  our 
son,  John  Clayton,  was  quite  deaf;  not  capable  of  hearing  any- 
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thing ;  was  examined  by  Drs.  Macturk,  from  Bradford,  and  Rams- 
botham,  from  Huddersfield,  and  pronounced  by  both  to  be  quite 
deaf  until  brought  under  the  care  of  you,  Dr.  Turnbull. 

Dr.  Turnbull. 


Leeds,  October  9th,  1848. 

Sir, — I  hereby  certify  that  my  son,  John  Ward,  aged  twenty- 
four,  was  born  deaf  and  dumb,  and  could  hold  no  conversation 
through  the  medium  of  the  ear  previous  to  his  attending  Dr. 
Turnbull,  but  I  am  thankful  to  state  he  now  hears  and  is  learning 
to  speak,  and  hears  every  word  without  seeing  the  speaker. 

SUSANNAH  WARD. 

WILLIAM  WARD  (his  brother). 

To  Dr.  Turnbull. 

Knottingley,  Oct.  10th,  1848. 

Dear  Sir, — Our  son,  Thomas  Lee,  was  five  years  in  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb  Institution  of  Yorkshire,  when  we  put  him  under  your 
care.  We  thought  that  he  sometimes  heard  very  loud  sounds,  such 
as  a  loud  whistle,  but  was  so  thoroughly  deaf  that  we  could  hold 
no  communication  with  him  through  his  ear.  When  you  tested  his 
hearing,  you  stated  that  he  was  a  deaf-mute. 

THOMAS  LEE. 
MARY  LEE. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull. 


Burley,  near  Leeds,  Oct  9th,  1848. 

Sir, — William  Darnley  came  to  lodge  at  my  house  about  a  year 
ago.  He  was  then  both  deaf  and  dumb,  till  he  came  under  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  Dr.  Turnbull.  He  has  already  got  to  hear  tolerably  well ;  he 
can  hear  the  motion  of  a  clock  when  sitting  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  house.  He  can  also  speak  several  words  very  plain,  and  it  is 
the  opinion  of  several  medical  gentlemen  that  he  will  speak  well. 
I  am  ready  at  any  time  to  prove  the  truth  of  what  I  have  here 
stated,  should  any  one  dispute  it: 

JAMES  DOBSON,  Burley,  near  Leeds. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull. 

Leeds,  August  29,  1848. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  William  Darnley,  born  at  New  Miller 
Dam,  near  Wakefield,  has  been  deaf  and  dumb  from  his  birth. 

JOHN  SPENCE,  Surgeon. 

To  A.  Turnbull,  Esq.,  M.D. 

Bowling,  Sept.  25th,  1848. 

Sir, — The  bearer  of  this  note,  John  Knowles,  twenty-eight  years 
of  age,  is  deaf  and  dumb  from  his  birth.  You  will  oblige  by 
examining  his  case. 

Yours  respectfully, 

W.  FIELD,  Surgeon. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull. 


Huddersfield,  Oct.  17,  1848. 

The  bearer  of  this  note,  Joseph  Moss,  is  a  member  of  my  church. 
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and  has  a  child  both  deaf  and  dumb.  If  Dr.  Turnbull  can  render 
him  any  help,  it  would  be  a  deed  of  charity  and  kindness. 

GEORGE  BROWNE  MACDONALD. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull. 


Woodhouse,  near  Leeds,  Oct.  5th,  1848. 
Sir, — I  hereby  certify  that  Wm.  Newsome’s  two  children  are 
deaf  and  dumb. 

J.  FROBISHER,  Surgeon. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull. 


Huddersfield,  October  27,  1848. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  have  examined  Elizabeth  Bower,  and  find 
her  ^hearing  so  imperfect  that  it  is  impossible  to  communicate 
intelligence  through  the  ear ;  she  is,  therefore,  to  be  classed 
amongst  the  deaf-mutes.  Her  parents  never  remember  any  sign 
of  hearing  since  her  birth. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  RAMSBOTHAM,  Surgeon,  &c. 

To  A.  Turnbull,  Esq.,  M.D. 


Leeds,  July  20,  1848. 

Thomas  Shea,  aged  eight  years,  appears  to  be  entirely  deaf.  I 
do  not  observe  that  sounds  make  any  impression  upon  him  unless 
they  are  accompanied  with  sensible  vibration  or  concussion. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  very  truly, 

GEO.  MORLEY,  Surgeon,  &c. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull. 


Bradford,  August  1,  1848. 

Thomas  Shea,  aged  eight  years,  was  a  patient  under  my  care,  at 
the  Bradford  Infirmary,  about  two  years  ago,  and  was  at  that  time 
deaf  and  dumb,  and  believe  had  been  so  from  his  infancy. 

WM.  MACTURCK,  M.D. 

Dr.  A.  Turnbull. 

Leeds,  Sept.  6th,  1848. 

This  is  to  certify  that  Sarah  Ann  Briggs  is  deaf  and  dumb. 

JOHN  HICKSON,  Surgeon,  &c. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull. 


Leeds,  Sept.  8th,  1848. 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  attended  Benjamin  Briggs’s  family 
for  a  number  of  years,  and,  from  what  information  I  have  received, 
their  daughter  has  been  deaf  and  dumb  from  birth. 

WM.  GISBURN,  Surgeon. 

A.  Turnbull,  Esq.,  M.D. 

Leeds,  59,  Wellington-road. 

This  is  to  certify  that  John,  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Mary  Weaver, 
of  Upper  Russell-street,  Pottery-field,  is  deaf  and  dumb. 

FREDERICK  HALL,  Surgeon. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull. 
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Marr,  near  Doncaster,  9th  October,  1848. 

Sir, — Jane  Lee,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Lee,  was 
born  Oct.  31st,  1825;  near  four  years  of  age  when  she  lost  her 
hearing  by  an  inflammation  in  her  head.  At  the  age  of  nine  years 
she  was  closely  examined  by  Mr.  Storrs,  surgeon,  Doncaster,  and 
he  gave  it  in  that  she  was  a  proper  object  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Institution,  at  Doncaster,  and  was  a  scholar  six  years,  and  a  servant 
five  and  a  half  years.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  came  under  the 
hands  of  Dr.  Turnbull,  at  Leeds,  and  recovered  her  hearing  and 
her  speech. 

I  remain,  your  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  LEE. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull. 

-  • 

The  following  extract  from  the  Leeds  Mercury  of 
the  date  of  30th  September,  1848,  is  the  personal  nar¬ 
rative  of  Edward  Baines,  Esq.,  the  respected  proprietor 
and  editor  of  that  journal,  who  was  accompanied 
by  his  brother,  Frederick  Baines,  Esq.,  and  both  were 
present  at  the  operations  which  are  described 

DR.  TURNBULL’S  TREATMENT  OF  THE  DEAF  AND 

DUMB. 

We  have  this  week  had  two  opportunities  of  witnessing  the  re¬ 
markable  success  of  Dr.  Turnbull’s  treatment  of  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
and  we  feel  it  a  duty  to  express  our  sense  of  the  value  of  the  dis¬ 
covery  which  that  gentleman  has  made  for  the  removal  of  one  of 
the  serious  afflictions  to  which  flesh  is  heir.  We  have  already 
stated  that  Dr.  Turnbull,  the  aurist  and  oculist,  of  London,  has 
made  a  discovery  by  which,  for  the  first  time  since  the  age  of 
miracles,  hearing  is  communicated  to  those  born  deaf  and  dumb. 
He  has  been  for  some  time  at  Manchester,  and  is  now  in  Leeds, 
with  the  view  of  establishing  his  method  of  cure  by  an  amount  of 
evidence  that  shall  place  it  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt.  He 
does  not  profess  to  cure  cases  of  malformation,  or  of  absolute  dis¬ 
organization  of  the  ear.  He  states  that  his  method  succeeds  with 
about  forty  per  cent,  of  the  cases  submitted  to  him and  he  is  able 
to  pronounce  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour  whether  the  case  is  curable 
or  not.  It  is  a  great  recommendation  of  his  mode  of  treatment 
that  it  is  the  simplest  possible,  and  altogether  unattended  with 
pain. 

The  first  case  which  we  saw  operated  upon  was  that  of  a  boy 
eighteen  years  of  age,  from  Bradford,  who  had  been  deaf  and  dumb 
since  he  was  three  years  and  a  half  old  (according  to  the  medical 
certificate),  from  an  affection  of  the  brain,  induced  by  cholera.  In 
this  case  the  process  entirely  failed,  and  Dr.  Turnbull  pronounced 
it  to  be  hopeless. 

The  next  case  was  that  of  John  Clayton,  of  Kirkstall,  aged  six¬ 
teen,  who  had  been  six  years  in  the  Yorkshire  Institution  for  the 


Deaf  and  Dumb,  at  Doncaster,  and  whom  we  had  ourselves  recom¬ 
mended  to  Dr.  Turnbull.  The  boy  had  been  examined  by  Dr. 
Macturk,  of  Bradford,  and  Mr.  Ramsbotham  of  Huddersfield,  who 
attested  that  he  was  deaf  and  dumb.  His  mother  states  that  lie 
lost  his  hearing  from  scarlet  fever,  when  six  months  old.  The  boy 
had  gained  the  sense  of  hearing  under  Dr.  Turnbull,  so  as  to  have 
heard  the  singing  at  church  on  Sunday.  He  was  tried  by  Dr. 
Turnbull’s  secretary,  who  stood  behind  him,  and  repeated  a.  variety 
of  sounds,  monosyllables  and  dissyllables,  all  of  which  the  boy 
imitated,  though  imperfectly,  as  deaf  mutes,  when  restored  to 
hearing,  require  to  be  taught  to  speak  in  the  same  manner  as 
infants.  The  case  was  satisfactory,  and  the  boy  was  much  delighted 
with  his  new  acquisition. 

John  Ward,  of  Leeds,  cabinet-maker,  aged  twenty-four,  had  been 
five  years  in  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution,  and  four  weeks  under 
Dr.  Turnbull’s  care.  He  was  attested  by  Mr.  E.  Morgan,  surgeon, 
to  be  incapable  of  receiving  information  through  the  ear.  In  this 
case  the  hearing  was  more  perfect  than  in  the  preceding  one  ;  the 
patient  heard  every  sound  made  behind  him,  repeated  it  instantly, 
and  had  made  some  progress  in  speaking :  his  countenance  ex¬ 
pressed  great  pleasure. 

Thomas  Lee,  of  Knottingley,  aged  sixteen,  born  deaf  and  dumb, 
had  been  six  years  in  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution,  and  only 
twelve  days  under  Dr.  Turnbull’s  care.  This  boy  heard  more 
quickly  than  ordinary  persons  :  he  not  only  imitated  every  sound, 
but  heard  a  watch  tick  at  the  distance  of  seven  or  eight  feet. 

A  little  girl,  Aseneth  Lambert,  three  years  old,  born  deaf  and 
dumb,  was  accompanied  by  her  mother,  who  expressed  the  liveliest 
pleasure  at  the  progress  which  the  child  had  made  in  hearing.  The 
child  imitated  all  the  sounds  made  by  its  mother  in  an  ordinary  tone, 
but  did  not  so  readily  catch  the  tones  of  a  strange  voice  :  it  showed 
decisively  its  power  of  hearing  by  blowing  repeatedly  through  the 
Doctor’s  tuning  pipes,  and  appearing  amused  with  the  sound. 

A  married  woman,  aged  forty,  whose  name  and  residence  we  did 
not  learn,  but  who  was  the  sister  of  William  Darnley,  of  Sandal 
Magna,  near  Wakefield,  in  which  family  two  brothers  and  a  sister, 
all  born  deaf  and  dumb,  have  received  the  power  of  hearing  under 
Dr.  Turnbull.  This  woman  was  tried  in  the  ordinary  modes,  evi¬ 
dently  heard  with  tolerable  quickness,  and  was  learning  to  speak. 

The  following  cases  we  saw  operated  upon  for  the  first  time  : — 

Jane  Lee,  of  Marr,  aged  twenty-three,  deaf  and  dumb,  had  been 
in  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution  from  her  eleventh  year  till 
within  six  months  of  the  present  time,  for  some  years  as  a  pupil, 
and  for  the  remaining  period  as  a  laundry-maid.  She  recognised, 
and.  was  recognised  by,  the  other  patients  who  had  been  in  the 
Institution.  The  simple  process  having  been  performed,  after 
waiting  a  quarter  of  an  hour  she  was  tried,  and  her  hearing  was 
found  to  be  wonderfully  restored.  She  imitated  with  considerable 
, accuracy  all  the  sounds  made  behind  her ;  whilst  her  married  sister, 
who  had  accompanied  her,  sat  laughing  with  joy  and  wonder  at  the 
miracle  which  had  been  performed. 


54 


John  Knowles,  aged  twenty-eight,  born  deaf  and  dumb,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  mother,  had  the  sense  of  hearing  conferred  in  the 
same  way  as  the  previous  case,  and  exhibited  the  same  evidence  of 
hearing.  He  heard  the  ticking  of  a  watch  at  the  distance  of  about 
three  inches.  This  was  the  first  time  of  performing  the  operation. 

Such  is  a  brief  statement  of  the  cases  we  ourselves  witnessed. 
They  leave  no  doubt  whatever  on  our  minds  as  to  the  reality  of  the 
cures,  or  as  to  the  great  importance  of  the  discovery. 


From  the  Bradford  Observer  of  October  12,  1848  : — 

Many  of  our  readers  will  probably  have  heard  of  Dr.  Turnbull, 
a  gentleman  who  has  obtained  a  world-wide  celebrity  as  a  professor 
of  aural  surgery  ;  others,  probably,  have  never  heard  of  him  before, 
and  will  not  be  a  little  surprised  to  learn,  for  the  first  time,  that  Dr. 
Turnbull  has  obtained  such  a  degree  of  knowledge  in  that  branch 
of  the  healing  art,  that  he  has ,  in  numberless  instances ,  cured  persons 
born  deaf  and  dumb.  Before  the  discoveries  of  Dr.  Turnbull,  all 
attempts  to  restore  the  hearing  of  deaf-mutes  entirely  failed,  and  it 
was  universally  considered  that  the  deaf-dumb  were  incurable.  The 
contrary  fact  has  happily  been  established  beyond  controversy  by 
the  results  of  Dr.  Turnbull’s  practice.  This  gentleman  is  now  at 
Leeds,  and  there,  as  elsewhere,  he  has  operated  successfully  upon 
a  great  number  of  individuals,  deaf  and  dumb  from  their  birth. 
We  paid  a  visit  to  his  surgery  on  Tuesday  last,  and  had  great  plea¬ 
sure  in  hearing  and  seeing  the  beneficial  results  of  his  practice. 
The  house  and  the  approaches  to  it,  both  back  and  front,  were 
thronged  with  patients,  who  came  from  all  parts  of  the  country  to 
be  healed.  We  saw  several  of  these,  and  by  the  use  of  our  own 
senses,  ascertained  the  truth  of  the  alleged  cures.  We  will  mention 

John  Ward,  a  young  man  of  about  twenty-four  years  of  age,  deaf 
and  dumb  from  his  birth.  Had  been  a  pupil  in  the  Yorkshire 
Asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dumb.  Seven  weeks  ago  he  came  under  the 
care  of  Dr.  Turnbull.  Heard  and  repeated  the  various  sounds  that 
were  addressed  to  him,  although  the  speaker  was  some  yards  off. 

Jane  Lee,  twenty-three  years  of  age,  lost  her  hearing  at  four  years 
of  age,  in  consequence  of  a  severe  inflammation  of  the  head.  As  her 
hearing  did  not  return  after  the  lapse  of  some  years,  her  parents  ap¬ 
plied  for  her  admission  to  the  Asylum  at  Doncaster.  She  was 
admitted,  remained  there  six  years  as  a  pupil,  and  five  years  and  a 
half  as  a  servant.  During  the  whole  of  this  period  she  was  totally 
deaf  and  unable  to  speak,  only  by  signs.  Came  under  Dr.  Turn- 
bull’s  care  on  the  23rcl  of  September  last.  Can  now  hear  distinctly, 
and  articulates  very  correctly. 

It  would  be  easy  to  multiplyinstances  of  the  results  of  Dr.  Turn- 
bull’s  treatment,  but  these  may  suffice.  We  may,  however,  add 
the  case  of  Ann  Briggs,  a  child  of  five  years  old,  from  Bradford, 
born  deaf  and  dumb,  who  was  first  operated  upon  in  the  presence 
of  the  majority  of  the  medical  gentlemen  of  Bradford,  and  who  will, 
we  do  not  doubt,  soon  hear  as  distinctly,  and  speak  as  clearly,  as 
other  children  of  the  same  age. 
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Dr.  Turnbull  has  also  made  some  important  discoveries  in  the 
treatment  of  diseases  of  the  eyes,  and  we  saw  several  patients  who 
had  received  undoubted  benefit  from  the  treatment  they  had  under¬ 
gone. 

It  would  be  very  interesting  to  us  to  trace  the  origin  of  these 
valuable  discoveries,  and  the  progress  of  Dr.  Turnbull  in  their  ap¬ 
plication  ;  but  we  find  this  already  done  with  so  much  minuteness 
and  ability  in  Chambers'  Journal  of  8th  January,  1842,  that  we 
have  only  to  refer  those  of  our  readers  to  that  account,  expressing 
our  cordial  concurrence  in  the  sentiments  of  respectful  admiration 
which  the  writer  evinces  towards  the  benevolent,  ingenious,  and 
patient  physician,  whose  extraordinary  acquirements  in  the  healing 
art  have  led  to  this  notice. 


Huddersfield,  16th  November,  1848. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  have  very  gregf;  pleasure  in  bearing  my  tes¬ 
timony  to  the  great  success  which  has  attended  your  efforts  to  restore 
hearing  to  the  deaf  and  dumb.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  re¬ 
sults  of  your  treatment  are  such  as  must  entitle  your  remedy  to  rank 
very  high  amongst  the  scientific  discoveries  of  the  present  day.  I 
am  sorry  I  did  not  take  notes  of  all  the  cases  I  saw  under  your 
care,  but  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  with  you  on  several  occasions, 
and  witnessing  the  progress  of  many  patients,  some  of  whom  I  saw 
from  the  commencement  of  the  treatment.  The  following  cases  I 
perfectly  remember  : — 

John  Ward,  a  carpenter,  aged  twenty-four,  when  I  first  saw  him 
was  deaf  and  dumb  ;  he  had  been  five  years  in  the  Institution  at 
Doncaster.  His  progress  was  most  satisfactory,  and  he  has  now 
perfectly  obtained  his  hearing  and  is  acquiring  speech. 

Jane  Lee,  of  Marr,  near  Doncaster,  aged  twenty-three,  had  been 
eleven  years  in  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  ;  has  per¬ 
fectly  recovered  her  hearing,  and  manifested  greater  readiness  in 
acquiring  the  use  of  speech  than  any  other  case  I  saw. 

Edmond  Swallow,  from  Huddersfield,  who  had  been  deaf  from  his 
birth,  has  quite  recovered  his  hearing  and  is  learning  to  speak. 

I  have  not  lately  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  your  other  patients 
from  this  neighbourhood,  but  as  soon  as  I  have  ascertained  their 
state  you  shall  hear  from  me  again.  Their  friends  say  they  are 
going  on  well. — I  remain,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  most  truly, 

JOHN  H.  RAMSBOTHAM,  Surgeon,  See. 

A.  Turnbull,  Esq.,  M.D. 

Bradford,  Yorkshire,  November  30,  1848. 

Sir, — Having  repeatedly  witnessed  your  mode  of  treating  cases 
of  amaurosis,  opaque  cornea,  and  cataract,  which  is  a  vast  improve¬ 
ment  on  all  the  old  methods  of  treatment ;  having  also  repeatedly 
witnessed  your  mode  of  dealing  with  a  large  proportion  of  those 
bom  deaf  and  dumb,  the  purely-scientific  spirit  of  your  investiga¬ 
tions  causing  the  most  surprising  and  delightful  results  ;  I  beg  you 
to  allow  me  to  express  my  strong  sense  of  the  benefits  and  bless¬ 
ings  your  system,  if  carried  out  to  its  full  results,  will  confer  on 
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the  afflicted,  and  hitherto  incurable  members  of  the  human  family ; 
and  my  earnest  desire  that  you  would  make  an  appeal  to  the  Par¬ 
liament  of  this  empire,  which  I  could  not  but  feel  confident  must 
be  successful ;  and  whereby  a  sphere  of  labour  will  be  opened  out 
to  you  which  will  enable  you  to  prove  yourself  a  benefactor  to 
suffering  humanity  and  to  add  another  laurel  to  the  glory  of  your 
native  land.  Make  what  use  you  please  of  these  lines  ;  and 

Believe  me,  your  much  obliged 

RICHARD  CATEN,  M.D. 

To  A.  Turnbull,  Esq.,  M.D. 

59,  Wellington-road,  November  30,  1848. 

Deae  Sir, — I  have  great  pleasure  in  adding  my  testimony  to 
your  great  success  in  curing  the  deaf  and  dumb.  I  have  this 
morning  examined  the  boy  whom  I  placed  under  your  care  :  he 
can  hear  very  distinctly,  and  speaks  some  words  plainly,  and  with 
perseverance,  I  am  convinced  nl  will  obtain  sufficient  language  to 
make  himself  perfectly  understood. — I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

FREDERICK  HALL,  Surgeon,  &c. 

To  Dr  Turnbull. 

Bradford,  Jan.  10,  1849. 

My  Deae  Sie, — I  have  the  greatest  possible  pleasure  in  bearing 
testimony  to  the  efficacy  of  your  system  of  treatment  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb.  But  of  the  great  variety  of  cases  that  I  had  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  seeing,  I  shall  select,  or  refer  only  to  four,  inasmuch  as  I 
took  notes  of  them  at  the  time  they  became  your  patients,  and  have 
on  several  occasions  seen  them  since.  The  first  is  a  boy,  aged  six, 
of  the  name  of  Wiseman,  of  this  town,  who  had  been  quite  deaf 
and  dumb  previous  to  visiting  you.  He  was  about  two  months 
under  your  care,  and  I  had  the  gratification  to  hear  him  repeat  the 
alphabet  with  wonderful  distinctness  about  a  week  ago ;  and  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  as  he  is  a  very  sharp  boy,  and  his 
mother  takes  great  pains  with  him,  that  in  the  course  of  twelve 
months  his  speech  and  hearing  will  be  quite  as  good  as  though  he 
had  never  been  deprived  of  those  faculties.  I  next  come  to  a 
brother  and  sister,  of  the  name  of  Newsome,  of  Otley,  of  the 
respective  ages  of  nine  and  eleven,  both  deaf  and  dumb,  twenty-five 
of  whose  relatives,  including  their  mother,  were  bom  and  died  deaf 
and  dumb.  Though  these  cases  are  not  quite  so  successful  as  the  other, 
yet  they  will  be  able  to  hear  and  speak  so  as  to  be  understood. 
The  other  case  I  think  worthy  of  record  is  a  little  Irish  boy,  a  neigh¬ 
bour  of  mine,  of  the  name  of  Shea,  that  I  well  knew  to  be  incapable 
of  hearing  the  loudest  voice  previous  to  visiting  you.  He  can  now 
prattle  away  wonderfully  well,  and  will,  I  doubt  not,  eventually 
make  a  perfect  recovery.  I  shall,  from  time  to  time,  make  a  point 
of  seeing  the  cases  I  have  mentioned,  if  only  for  the  purpose  of 
urging  upon  the  relatives  the  necessity  for  perseverance,  which  I 
consider  to  be  essential  to  success. 

Very  faithfully  yours, 

J.  GORDON,  Surgeon,  &c. 

To  A.  Turnbull,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Manchester-square. 
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Leeds,  Jan.  11,  1849. 

Dear  Sir, — Allow  me  to  express  the  great  gratification  I  have 
derived  from  your  treatment  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  here,  and  the 
satisfaction  I  feel  in  thinking  how  many  thousands  of  unfortunates 
will  benefit  by  your  discovery.  I  own  that,  previous  to  seeing  your 
cases,  I  imagined  your  process  to  consist  in  the  application  of  some 
violent  local  stimulant,  and  all  the  good  I  expected  to  find  result 
from  it  was  a  temporary  excitation  of  the  dormant  sense  of  hearing. 
On  ceasing  to  speculate,  and  beginning  to  observe,  however,  I  found 
it  far  otherwise.  I  must  have  seen  forty  or  fifty  patients  operated 
on,  all  labouring  under  deafness,  more  or  less  complete,  as  in  many 
instances  I  satisfied  myself  by  actual  trial,  and  in  others  I  found  it 
vouched  for  by  medical  testimony.  Of  all  these,  I  do  not  recollect 
one  who  did  not  receive  some  benefit  from  your  treatment,  and 
many  of  them  were  immensely  improved.  I  regret  that  I  was  not 
able  to  follow  up  some  of  these  from  beginning  to  end,  as  I  should 
have  felt  much  interest  in  watching  their  gradual  acquirement  of  a 
new  sense. 

I  will,  however,  mention  a  few  cases,  of  which  I  took  down  the 
names  the  last  time  I  visited  your  lodgings.  The  first  whom  I 
saw  on  that  occasion  was  Elizabeth  Bower,  who  had  a  certificate 
from  Mr.  Bamsbotham,  surgeon,  of  Huddersfield,  to  have  such 
imperfect  hearing  when  she  applied  for  relief,  as  to  be  properly 
classed  among  deaf-mutes.  I  found  she  could  hear  tolerably  well, 
which  she  proved  by  imitating  every  sound  uttered  by  the  assistant, 
at  a  distance  of  two  feet.  In  short,  she  was  no  longer  either  deaf 
or  mute. — Edmond  Swallow,*  who  brought  a  similar  certificate, 
could  hear  even  better.  He  was  evidently  aware  when  sounds 
were  uttered  at  a  distance  of  eight  or  ten  feet.  I  questioned  his 
mother  as  to  his  previous  state  and  his  altered  powers.  She  seemed 
much  delighted  at  the  change. — Benjamin  Riley  j  had  a  certificate 
from  Mr.  Thomas  Foster  Sagar,  surgeon,  who  states  him  to  have 
been  devoid  of  hearing  last  October,  and  who,  it  seems,  was  received 
into  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  at  Doncaster,  a  fact  which  is 
itself  equivalent  to  a  certificate  of  previous  inability  to  communicate 
by  the  ears  and  mouth.  He  could  hear  most  sounds,  and  make  a 
good  many.  He  appeared  to  me  to  be  more  advanced  in  the  former 
than  in  the  latter  respect. — Ann  Briggs,  certified  (September,  1848} 
to  be  deaf  and  dumb,  pronounced  in  my  presence  most  of  the  letters 
of  the  alphabet  very  nicely,  the  consonants  especially. — A  little 
girl,  aged  five  and  a  half  years,  from  Stanks,  near  Seacroft,  inter¬ 
ested  me  very  much.  She  could  hear  as  well  as  most  people  do, 
and  pronounced  a  number  of  words  very  distinctly  ;  indeed,  her 
mother  told  me  she  could  not  be  sure  the  child  could  hear  at  all 
before,  she  took  her  to  you.  Three  weeks  time  had  sufficed  to 
effect  this  truly  remarkable  change.  I  wish  you  all  success  in  your 
endeavour  to  extend  the  benefits  of  your  discovery  to  the  deaf  gene- 

*  Edmond  Swallow,  aged  twenty-one,  was  at  the  Doncaster  asylum  five  years. 

f  Benjamin  Riley  was  five  and  a  half  years  at  the  Doncaster  asylum. 

f  Helen  Goodall,  certified  by  B.  Hobson,  M.D.,  Park-house,  Leeds. 
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rally,  and  hope  you  will  soon  have  leisure  to  publish  your  method 
to  the  world.  * 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  sincerely, 

F.  W.  IRVINE,  M.D. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull.  - 

Bradford,  Feb.  8th,  1849. 

My  Dear  Doctor  Turnbull, — I  regret  exceedingly  that  I 
was  prevented  the  opportunity  of  seeing  you  when  you  were  here 
last,  and  cannot  omit  to  express  my  personal  gratitude  for  the 
valuable  opportunities  which  your  extensive  aural  practice  in  Leeds 
and  its  neighbourhood  afforded  me  of  witnessing  nmnerous  cases, 
in  which  your  specific  treatment  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  was  attended 
with  the  most  satisfactory  and,  I  may  add,  astonishing  results ;  and 
I  have  the  means  of  knowing  that  in  several  cases  not  only  has  the 
faculty  of  hearing  been  procured — for  it  cannot  be  said  to  have  been 
restored  in  persons  of  congenital  deafness — but  also  that  the  art  of 
speaking  is  being  progressively  attained.  I  have  much  pleasure  in 
bearing  testimony,  also,  to  your  success  in  the  treatment  of  several 
cases  of  long  and  habitual  deafness,  which,  after  resisting  previous 
attempts  to  remove  it,  yielded  to  your  more  fortunate  agency.  I 
should  be  apt  to  charge  myself  with  professional  jealousy  if  I  did 
not  add  that  too  much  encouragement  cannot  be  given  you,  in  order 
that  you  may  be  stimulated  to  prosecute  the  wonderful  achievements 
which  have  distinguished  your  career. 

Believe  me,  with  the  highest  admiration  of  your  professional 
talents  and  moral  energy. — Yours  faithfully, 

THOMAS  BEAUMONT,  Surgeon,  &c. 

A.  Turnbull,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Manchester-square. 


Wharfedale  Hydropathic  Establishment, 

Ben  Rhydding,  Otley,  Feb.  24th,  1849. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  am  of  opinion,  from  the  operations  I  saw  you 
perform  on  the  ears  of  persons  deaf  and  dumb,  and  from  the  results 
produced,  that  your  discovery  is  of  the  first  importance.  I  saw 
you  give  hearing  to  those  deaf  persons,  and,  from  what  I  have  since 
heard,  the  effect  has  been  permanent. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

W.  MACLEOD,  M.D.,  &c.  &c. 

To  Dr.  A.  Turnbull,  16,  Manchester-square. 

Leeds,  Feb.  24tli,  1849. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  have  this  day  called  upon  the  boy  Weaver. 
This  is  the  second  time  of  my  seeing  him  since  you  left  Leeds.  I 
found  him  exceedingly  obstinate — so  much  so,  that  the  rope’s-end 
had  to  be  freely  used  before  he  would  speak.  He  went  through 
the  alphabet  very  well  indeed ;  pronounced  his  own  name,  father, 
mother,  &c. — I  remain,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

FREDERICK  HALL,  Surgeon. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull  Manehester-square. 

Doncaster,  6th  Nov.,  1848. 

Sir, — I  was  at  Marr  yesterday  (Sunday),  and  saw  Jane  Lee,  who 
can  hear  perfectly  well,  and  while  I  was  there  she  repeated  a 
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chapter  in  ^he  Testament  after  her  sister,  who  read  it,  and  she  said 
the  words  distinctly,  without  the  least  hesitation.  I  think  my  son 
is  better  of  his  hearing  since  he  left  Leeds,  and  we  hope  to  return 
again  next  Monday,  the  13th  instant. 

Yours  most  respectfully, 

THOS.  DRAPER. 

Dr.  Turnbull. 

Doncaster,  9th  December,  1848, 

Sir, — My  son,  John  Edward  Draper,  is  sixteen  years  of 
age  ;  when  he  was  a  child  he  could  hear  and  talk  better  than 
most  children  of  his  age  until  he  was  two  years  and  a  half 
old,  when  a  neighbour  of  mine  (Mr.  Crossley),  who  was  a  very 
great  snuff  consumer  and  very  fond  of  the  child,  came  into  my 
house,  and  took  the  little  boy  between  his  knees,  and  gave  him  a 
large  pinch  of  snuff ;  the  little  fellow  instantly  stretched  himself 
out  and  was  dangerously  ill,  and  we  expected  we  should  lose  him 
every  day  for  three  weeks ;  but  when  he  began  to  recover  his 
health  again,  we  found  that  he  had  lost  his  hearing  and  speech. 
We  tried  all  the  most  able  and  professional  gentlemen  residing  in 
Doncaster  and  the  neighbourhood,  and  they  all  gave  him  up  as 
incurable  and  hopeless.  He  went  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institu¬ 
tion  at  Doncaster  when  he  was  nine  years  old,  and  continued  there 
five  years. 

I  heard  of  your  cures,  and  took  him  to  Leeds  for  your  advice.  I 
and  my  son  remained  at  Leeds  for  a  month,  and  during  that  time  I 
attended  upon  you,  and  now  thank  you  for  the  kind  attention  that 
you  paid  to  my  son,  and  to  inform  you  that  he  steadily  improves  in 
both  his  hearing  and  his  speech ;  he  can  call  any  of  us  by  our 
names ;  call  the  dog,  pig,  and  fowls  together  to  feed  them  ;  and 
now  there  is  no  danger  of  him  being  run  over,  as  he  can  hear  when 
anything  is  coming  behind  him.  We  can  also  send  him  for  various 
small  errands. — I  remain,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  DRAPER, 

To  Dr.  Turnbull. 

Doncaster,  23rd  January,  1849. 

Sir, — I  went  to  Marr  yesterday,  the  22nd  instant,  and  saw 
Jane  Lee’s  mother,  who  says  that  Jane  can  hear  very  well,  and 
is  much  improved  in  both  her  hearing  and  speech  since  she 
left  Leeds.  My  son  is  also  steadily  improving,  and  we  are  very 
happy  to  hear  him  call  us  all  by  our  names  if  he  wants  anything, 
and  to  see  him  use  his  best  endeavour  to  learn  to  say  anything  and 

imitate  any  person  speaking. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  very  obediently, 

THOS.  DRAPER. 

Dr.  Turnbull.  - 

Almonbury,  near  Huddersfield,  6th  March,  1849. 

Dear  Sir, — I  feel  it  my  duty  to  express  my  thankfulness  to  you 
for  the  good  my  daughter  Harriet  has  received  under  your  treatment. 
She  was  bom  deaf  and  dumb,  and  is  now  about  six  years  of  age.  I 
visited  you  when  in  Leeds  last  November,  and  during  my  stay  there 
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she  underwent  twenty-five  operations.  Since  then  I  have  continued 
to  apply  the  remedy  according  to  your  instructions,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  two  or  three  weeks,  and  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  she 
can  now  pronounce  every  letter  in  the  alphabet,  and  also  say 
almost  any  word  after  me.  Her  hearing  is  proportionate  to  her 
speaking  ;  and  I  have  every  reason  to  hope,  as  the  improvement 
has  been  gradual,  she  will,  ere  long,  be  able  to  hear  and  speak  as 
well  as  though  she  had  never  been  deaf  and  dumb. 

I  remain,  Sir,  your  thankful  servant, 

JOSEPH  MOSS. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull,  London. 


Idle,  near  Bradford,  March  9,  1849. 

Sir, — I  think  it  my  duty  to  send  you  a  few  particulars  of  what 
my  child  is  capable  of  doing  since  she  came  under  your  care  when 
you  were  in  Leeds.  I  may  just  state,  that  when  we  heard  of  your 
arrival  we  were  induced  to  try  your  skill,  but  without  any  hopes  of 
her  receiving  any  good.  Before  she  came  under  your  care  she 
could  not  hear  at  all,  except  we  shouted  as  loud  as  we  could  close 
to  her,  then  she  could  only  hear  a  sound.  Now  she  can  hear  if  we 
speak  in  our  common  talk.  With  regard  to  her  speech,  she  could 
not,  nor  never  did,  speak  a  word  in  her  life.  Now  she  can  say  her 
alphabet,  father,  mother,  table,  knife,  forks,  &c.  Ask  her  what 
her  name  is,  her  reply  will  be  soon — “  Sarah  Ann  Briggs.”  I 
should  have  sent  you  some  information  how  she  was  before  now, 
but,  not  knowing  your  direction,  I  have  delayed  till  now ;  and  as 
we  are  desirous  of  returning  you  thanks,  we  take  the  present 
opportunity  of  expressing  our  grateful  feelings  to  you  for  the 
benefit  which  our  child  has  received.  I  may  just  state  that  we 
have  attended  to  your  instructions  ever  since  you  left  Leeds. 

We  are,  yours  faithfully, 

JAMES  and  MARY  BRIGGS. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull. 


Bradford,  March  8th,  1849. 

Sin, — I  received  your  kind  letter,  desiring  to  know  how  my  little 
girl  continued.  It  gives  me  pleasure  that  she  improves  much  in 
speech,  and  can  say  common  words  pretty  well.  Her  hearing 
contiues  very  good.  Dr.  Steel,  of  Bradford,  states  that  it  is  his 
opinion  that  she  will  speak  as  well  as  any  one  by  the  time  she  is 
seven  years  old. — I  remain  yours  truly, 

DAVID  LAMBERT. 

To  Dr.  Turnbull. 


Stanks,  Sea  Croft,  Leeds,  March,  17,  1849. 
Sin, — My  daughter,  Helen  Goodall,  who  was  born  deaf  and 
dumb,  continues  to  improve  since  she  was  under  your  eare  in  Leeds, 
both  in  hearing  and  speech. 

I  am  grateful  for  the  benefit  done  to  my  child. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANN  GOODALL. 


Dr.  Turnbull. 
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My  anxious  hope  is,  that  these  Testimonials  will 
convince  the  most  sceptical  that  it  is  in  my  power  ma¬ 
terially  to  relieve  the  deaf  and  dumb,  to  procure  them 
hearing,  and  thence  to  enable  them  to  acquire  speech 
by  tuition,  and  to  restore  them  ultimately  to  society, 
possessing  the  full  use  of  these  two  important  and 
invaluable  faculties,  which,  with  that  of  sight,  consti¬ 
tute  a  main  element  of  the  true  enjoyment  of  life,  I 
do  not  depreciate  the  senses  of  touch  and  smell ;  hut 
surely  the  bereavement  of  sight,  hearing,  or  speech,  is 
a  malady  ten  thousand  times  worse  than  the  loss  of 
either  of  the  other  senses.  Even  when  sight  departs, 
dreadful  as  is  the  calamity,  it  is  a  single  deprivation ; 
but  when  the  ears  from  birth,  or  from  a  very  early  age, 
are  dead  to  the  sounds  of  the  human  voice,  the  evil 
is  aggravated  twofold,  for  the  loss  of  speech  is  its 
necessary  accompaniment.  Such  are  the  laws  of  a 
Divine  Providence  whose  ways  are  inscrutable. 

I  feel  convinced  that  the  sympathies  of  my  country¬ 
men,  so  keenly  sensible  to  all  distress,  and  so  gener¬ 
ously  alive  to  procuring  relief,  will  now  render  every 
possible  assistance  towards  alleviating  the  deep  misery 
of  a  class  of  beings  who  have  had  less  care  bestowed 
upon  them  than  any  other  portion  of  the  community, 
arising  mainly  from  their  cases  being  deemed  perfectly 
incurable,  and  from  the  extreme  difficulty  of  holding 
the  least  communication  with  them  except  by  signs. 
The  alphabet  of  the  fingers,  which  js  used  by  the  deaf 
and  dumb,  is  a  most  ingenious  and  beautiful  contriv¬ 
ance  ;  but  not  one  in  a  thousand  is  acquainted  with  it, 
and  from  the  very  few  of  these  unfortunate  beings 
who  are  educated  to  read  and  write,  the  power  of 
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communication  by  written  or  printed  letters  is  seldom 
available. 

That  which  must  inevitably  accompany  or  follow 
the  general  and  successful  application  of  my  remedy,  is 
a  provision  for  educating,  in  the  usual  manner,  those 
who  have  obtained  the  gift  of  hearing.  The  result  of 
recent  experiments  leads  me  to  conclude  that  the  cure 
is  more  easily  effected  with  children  than  adults,  and, 
consequently,  if  all  deaf  and  dumb  children,  at  an  early 
age,  are  treated  after  my  plan,  the  number  of  those 
afflicted  will  be  so  greatly  diminished,  that  educa¬ 
tion  by  signs  will  be  confined  to  the  incurable  only. 
But  the  cure  at  the  present  monaent,  if  applied  amongst 
the  30,000  deaf  and  dumb  persons  computed  to  be  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  several  thousands  of  whom 
are  advanced  in  years,  will  be  of  little  practical  benefit 
unless  the  means  be  found  through  distinct  and  appro¬ 
priate  educational  establishments,  under  the  care  of 
the  Government  or  authorized  local  bodies,  to  educate 
or  re-educate  those  adults  who  shall  be  thus  relieved, 
to  teach  them  speech,  and  to  furnish  them  with  the 
use  of  language. 

Parliament  will  surely  not  be  backward  in  giving 
its  aid  to  the  formation  of  such  institutions,  and  to 
the  practical  development  of  a  remedy  likely  to  prove 
beneficial  to  so  large  a  class  of  the  community  at  pre¬ 
sent  steeped  in  misery,  and  in  too  many  cases  prone  to 
vice  from  the  want  of  control  over  erring  human 
nature  by  the  intellectual  faculties,  and  from  being 
dead  and  insensible  to  that  warning  voice  which  is  to 
the  young  the  best  promoter  and  preserver  of  virtue— 
the  voice  of  the  anxious  and  ever-careful  parent.  So 
exquisitely  are  the  power  and  persuasion  of  this  voice, 
and  the  cheerfulness  cf  a  speaking  family,  depicted  by 
Burns  in  his  “  Cottars’  Saturday  Night,”  that  I  shall 
readily  be  forgiven  for  quoting  the  passage,  and  its 
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insertion  will  not  be  deemed  irrelevant  when  I  am 
appealing  to  the  sympathies  and  exertions  of  the 
benevolent : — 

Wi’  joy  unfeign’d,  brothers  and  sisters  meet, 

An'  each  for  other  s  weelfare  kindly  spiers  ; 

The  social  hours,  swift-wing’d,  unnotic’d  fleet ; 

Each  tells  the  uncos  that  he  sees  or  hears  ; 

The  parents  partial,  eye  their  hopeful  years  ; 

Anticipation  forward  points  the  view. 

The  Mother,  wi’  her  needle  and  her  sheers 
Gars  auld  claes  look  amaist  as  weel’s  the  new ; 

The  Father  mixes  a'  wi'  admonition  due. 

Their  master’s  an’  their  mistress’s  command, 

The  younkers  a’  are  warned  to  obey ; 

And  mind  their  labours  wi’  an  eydent  hand, 

An’  ne’er,  though  out  o’  sight,  to  jauk  or  play ; 

“  An’  O  !  be  sure  to  fear  the  Lord  alway ! 

“  An’  mind  your  duty  duly  morn  an’  night ! 

“  Lest  in  temptation’s  path  ye  gang  astray ; 

“  Implore  his  counsel  and  assisting  might ; 

u  They  never  sought  in  vain  that  sought  the  Lord  aright.” 

Contemplate  for  a  moment  a  domestic  circle  like 
this,  with  the  children  deaf  and  dumb,  and  a  shrill  of 
horror  passes  through  the  frame  at  the  awful  and 
painful  contrast.  But  if  congenital  deafness  can 
be  cured,  and  who  desires  still  to  doubt  it — is  it 
not  to  be  hoped  that  in  many  families  the  heavy  afflic¬ 
tion  now  existing  may  be  altogether  removed,  or 
greatly  mitigated  \ 

It  may  be  almost  out  of  place  to  touch  on  the  reli¬ 
gious  view  of  the  subject;  but  in  a  land  of  missions 
and  missionaries,  devoted  to  spreading  the  Divine 
truth  amongst  distant  nations,  and  in  all  known 
languages,  so  that  it  may  by  the  ear  enter  the 
soul  and  dwell  there  for  its  irnvard  comfort,  and 
teaching  the  way  to  another  and  a  better  world— 
in  such  a  land,  possessing  a  Christian  Parliament, 
shall  my  appeal  be  in  vain  when  I  urge  the  necessity 
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of  a  home  mission  amongst  the  unfortunate  and  pitiable 
deaf  and  dumb,  to  encourage  their  being  restored  to 
hearing  and  speech,  and  thence  to  acquire  a  more 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  and  of  the  im¬ 
mortal  truths  which  are  the  happy  possession  of  those 
whom  the  Almighty  has  blessed  with  the  natural  gifts 
of  the  senses,  enabling  them  to  receive  religious  edu¬ 
cation  1  At  present  the  poor  deaf  and  dumb  are 
almost  a  deserted  and  despised  race.  They  are  left 
to  increase  and  multiply  without  check.*  Their  ma¬ 
lady  produces  to  others  more  disgust  than  pity. 

» 

I  extract  the  subjoined  appalling  statement  from  a  publication  of 
1841,  issued  by  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  London: — “  Tbe 
following  are  some  of  tbe  affecting  Cases  which  have  applied  to 
the  Institution  for  Relief.  The  public  will  perceive,  with  asto¬ 
nishment,  that  in  Twenty  Families,  containing  One  Hundred 
and  Fifty-nine  Children,  there  are  no  less  than  Ninety  Deaf  and 
Dumb  !  being  considerably  more  than  half  the  whole  number.” 


Names. 

Parents’  Description. 

Number 
of  their 
children. 

Number 
deaf  and 
dumb. 

Mary  Mrirtin  •. 

father  a  labourer  . 

10 

7 

James  William  Kelly 

do.  a  porter.  . 

8 

7 

Mary  Aldum  .... 

do.  a  broad  cloth  weaver 

12 

6 

William  Coleman 

mother  a  widow  . 

11 

5 

David  Thompson  . 

father  a  smith 

10 

5 

James  Cousens 

do.  bricklayer’s  labourer 

8 

5 

George  Franklin  . 

mother  a  widow  . 

8 

5 

Silas  Vokins  .... 

father  a  labourer * 

7 

5 

Thomas  Barnes 

do.  a  cobler  .... 

6 

5 

Thomas  Pounceby 

do.  a  dyer . 

12 

4 

Henry  Tattler  .... 

do.  a  working  jeweller 

10 

4 

Abraham  Murgatroyd  . 

do.  journ.  cloth  weaver 

9 

4 

William  Baynes  . 

do.  a  school-master  . 

8 

4 

Mary  Lovegrove  . 

do.  a  labourer 

8 

4 

Elizabeth  Cherry  . 

a  journ.  tvatch  finisher 

7 

4 

William  Cockton  . 

mother  a  widow  . 

6 

4 

Robert  Mortimer  .  .#. 

father  a  cloth  weaver 

7 

3 

Francis  Hancock  . 

do.  a  small  farmer  . 

6 

3 

Susannah  Rye  .... 

mother  a  widow  . 

3 

all  3 

Eliza  Fox . 

both  dead . 

3 

all  3 

Total  .  . 

159 

90 
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Sensitive  people  recoil  at  witnessing  the  unnatural 
cries  and  shrieks  of  those  who  have  never  heard  lan¬ 
guage,  and  turn  away  in  horror.  Very  few  of  them 
are  taught  anything.  The  whole  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Schools  in  Great  Britain  do  not,  it  is  computed, 
contain,  in  any  one  year,  more  than  1,200  children. 
Each  child  generally  remains  six  years  at  these 
schools ;  therefore  200  only  per  annum  are  educated, 
imperfect  as  the  tuition  must  be  ;  and  this  is  the 
small  proportion  out  of  30,000  of  those  afflicted,  who 
receive  the  inadequate  education  of  communicating 
with  the  living  world  around  them  by  signs. 

It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  a  vast  amount  of  moral 
good  will  be  effected  to  society  by  placing  the  deaf 
and  dumb,  through  the  medium  of  oral  communica¬ 
tion,  within  the  ordinary  influence  and  blessings  of 
parental  culture  and  of  education  by  teachers,  secular 
and  religious.  I  therefore  venture,  in  conclusion,  re¬ 
spectfully  to  entreat  the  sceptic  as  to  my  success,  to 
desist  from  doubting,  to  give  vent  to  his  generous 
feelings,  and  to  join  the  philanthropist  in  giving 
publicity  and  aid  to  my  endeavours  to  relieve  an 
affliction  which  has  hitherto  been  considered  in¬ 
curable,  but  is  now  proved  by  incontrovertible  facts, 
to  be  in  a  great  degree  within  the  reach,  and  under 
the  control,  of  medical  science. 
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ON  THE  MEDICAL  PROPERTIES  OF  THE  NATURAL 
ORDER  RANUNCULACEH2,  AND  MORE  PARTICU¬ 
LARLY  ON  THE  ALKALOIDS,  VERATRIA,  SABADIL- 
LINE,  DELPHINIA,  AND  ACONITINE 
By  A.  TURNBULL,  M.D. 

“  In  our  last  number  we  expressed  a  hope  that  the  experience 
of  others  might  confirm  that  of  the  author,  promising  at  the  same 
time  that  we  should  communicate  the  result  of  our  own  trials.  It 
is  unnecessary  to  assure  our  readers  that  on  this,  as  on  every 
subject  of  professional  inquiry,  our  minds  have  not  been  biassed 
either  by  prejudice  or  partiality.  Truth  and  justice  are  ever  the 
only  guides  of  our  conduct. 

“We  are  satisfied  that  the  medicine  exerts  a  very  peculiar  effect 
as  a  counter-irritant,  it  seems  to  differ  from  all  others  in  this 
respect,  that  its  operation  is  confined  solely  to  the  nerves  of  the 
part,  the  blood-vessels  being  scarcely  affected. 

“  It  is,  therefore,  our  decided  opinion  that  Veratria  is  a  useful 
and  very  potent  medicine  in  certain  nervous  affections,  and  that  it 
deserves  to  be,  and  no  doubt  will  become,  an  established  member 
of  the  Materia  Medica.” — Editorial  Remarks  on  Veratria ,  Dr .  John¬ 
son's  Medico- Chirurgical  Review,  July ,  1834. 

“  I  have  often  cured  most  successfully  cases  of  Tic-Douloureux 
of  the  face,  by  sprinkling  small  blisters,  made  in  the  course  of  the 
affected  nerves,  with  one  or  two  grains  of  Veratria,  and  repeating 
it  every  three  or  four  days.  I  use  the  same  means,  and  with 
equal  advantage,  in  cases  of  paralysis.  I  need  not  add,  that  in 
these  cases  the  application  should  be  made  in  the  course  of  the 
facial  nerve.” — Majendie's  Formulary ,  8th  edition,  1835. 

“  I  have  now  made  a  very  considerable  trial  of  the  Veratria 
ointment  as  an  external  application  in  gout,  and  with  such  share  of 
satisfaction  in  its  effects,  that  I  acknowledge  myself  much  indebted 
to  the  work  of  Dr.  Turnbull  for  the  possession  of  a  very  useful 
remedy. 

“  My  conclusive  opinion  of  the  action  of  the  Veratria  ointment 
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in  gout  is,  that  we  may  consider  it  to  be  entirely  a  local  remedy.- 
I  have  not  detected  any  constitutional  effects  to  be  produced  by  it 
in  any  case  of  gout  in  which  I  have  prescribed  it.  Probably  the 
absorbents  of  a  part  affected  with  gout  are  in  a  torpid  state.  It  is 
no  small  praise  of  the  application,  that  it  does  not  produce  any 
inconvenient  effects,  and  the  patient  is  pleased  with  the  mode  of  its 
operation.’" — Sir  C.  Scudamore1  s  Principles  of  the  Treatment  of 
Gout ,  1835. 

“  Veratria  has,  since  the  last  year,  become  so  important  a 
medicine,  having  been  recommended  first  by  Dr.  Turnbull;  and 
now  fairly  ranking  among  the  most  salutary  ingredents  in  Materia 
Medica,  it  must  naturally  be  of  great  interest  to  the  pharmaceutical 
and  medical  world  to  obtain  so  valuable  a  substance  in  its  purity.” — 
Sillimans  American  Journal ,  April ,  1836. 
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ON  THE 

PREPARATION  AND  MEDICINAL  EMPLOYMENT 

OF 

ACONITUM  NAPELLUS  AND  ITS  ALCALOID 

ACONITINE 

By  A.  TURNBULL,  M.D. 

“  Aconitine  will  cure  a  local  pain  where  every  description  of 
depletive  and  counter-irritant  has  failed.” — Lqndon  Medical  Gazette , 
Nov.  5,  1836. 

“  Dr.  Turnbull’s  work  will  be  read  with  great  interest  by  persons 
afflicted  with  neuralgia  and  other  painful  diseases.  The  profession 
is  certainly  indebted  to  him  for  drawing  the  attention  of  the  public 
to  an  important,  very  potent,  and  much-neglected  class  of  sub¬ 
stances.” — London  Medical  Gazette ,  April  1st ,  1837. 

“  As  a  topical  remedy,  aconitine  is  most  valuable  for  the  relief  of 
neuralgic  and  rheumatic  pains.  In  neuralgia  no  remedy,  I  believe, 
will  be  found  equal  to  it.  One  application  of  the  tincture  produces 
some  amelioration,  and  after  a  few  times  use  it  frequently  happens 
that  the  patient  is  cured.  In  some  cases  the  benefit  seems  almost 
magical.” — Pereira's  Elements  of  Materia  Medica,  Vol.  II.,pagel808. 

“  Of  the  great  efficacy  of  anconitina  in  neuralgic  and  rheumatic 
affections,  no  one  can  entertain  any  doubt  who  has  submitted  the 
remedy  to  trial.” — Pereira's  Elements  of  Materia  Medica ,  Vol.  II. , 
page  1812. 

“  Aconitine ,  discovered  by  Geiger  and  Hesse ,  in  Aconitum  Napellus 
and  A.  Ferox. — Our  knowledge  of  this  base  is  very  limited.  There 
is  reason  to  think,  from  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Turnbull,  either 
that  the  plant  contains  two  bases,  or  that  the  aconitine  of  Geiger 
and  Hesse  is  an  altered  product." 

“  Dr.  Turnbull  has  succeeded  in  producing,  but  with  difficulty 
and  in  small  quantity,  an  aconitine  possessing  in  perfection  all  the 
active  properties  of  the  plant.  It  produces  numbness  of  the 
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ttongue  when  applied  to  it,  and  is  said  to  contract  the  pupil,  whereas 
Geiger’s  aconitine  dilates  it.  In  obtaining  the  aconitine  of  Turnbull, 
much  appears  to  depend  on  the  freshness  of  the  plant ;  and  the 
alkaloid  itself  is  easily  decomposed,  especially  by  alkalies. 

“  As  a  remedy  in  neuralgia  and  similar  painful  and  obscure 
diseases,  the  aconitine  of  Turnbull  possesses  most  valuable  powers. 
Could  it  be  obtained  at  a  reasonable  price,  it  would  be  extensively 
employed.  At  present,  however,  only  one  manufacturer  has  been 
able  to  obtain  it,  and  that  in  small  quantity.  The  aconitine  of 
Geiger  and  Hesse  does  not  appear  to  possess  the  same  action  on  the 
system.” — Turner ,  Lieheg ,  and  Gregory's  Elements  of  Chemistry, 
1843,  page  1167. 
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